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THEIR GRACES, 



The Duke and Duchefs of Marlborough, 



THIS PERFORMANCE . 



^S MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED; 



AS AN HUMBLE TESTiMON^T OF FROFOUND 



VENERATION 



fOR WHATEVER IS AMIABLE IN PRIVATE LIFE, 



0R CAPABLE OP REFLECTING REAL LUSTRE 



ON EXALTED RANK. 3 



BT THEIR GRACES 



MOST DEVOTED^ AND 



MOST OBLIGED HUMBLE SERVANT^ 



WILLIAM MAVOR. 
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ADVERT ISEME NT 

TO A FORMER EDITION. 

N O publications are more entertaining or 
ufeful than local delineations and defcrip- 
tions, drawn with fidelity and tafte : they en- 
able perfons to form a juft idea of remark- 
able places to which fortune or fituation de- 
nies them accefs -, and without fuch aids oc- 
cafional fpeftators, who have not leifure to 
trace every beauty for themfelves, muft ine- 
vitably lofe half the pleafure and fatisfedbion 
to be derived from their Excursions. Few 
places poffefs more attraftions than Blen- 
heim; and yet few places have received lefs 

juftice from the Poet or Historian. 

Wheatley and Gilpin, who had every re- 
quifite qualification to do it juftice, have only 
mentioned it in a curfory manner; and Lord 
Lytt ELTON lived too near the sera of the 
firft Duke of Marlborough's exploits to 
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datcribs the place -ferther than mi^ fcrve as 
a vehicle for the praife of the Hero. The 
prefent work is refpeftfully offered as an at- 
tempt at more appropriate dfeltneation ; and 
the Author k 4iappy to fiMs that the public 
has (hewn it that favourable and candid at- 
tention,, which, in every cafe, ought ulti- 
mately to be the reward df him, who, by 
honeft arts, afpires to it*s untiaffe^ patronage 
and protection. 



ADVER- 



A D V E RT I S E M E N T 

TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 

The demand for this little work has been 
regularly increafing, fince its firft publication 
in 1787; a pleafing proof to the Author, 
that it is not deftitute of utility to the vili- 
tors of Blenheim. 

Animated by this encouragement and Ap- 
probation, he has revifed the whole with di- 
ligent attention, and made fuch additions 
and alterations as circumftances feemed to 
require. 

He has been the more anxious to do this, 
becaufe Blenheim has lately attrafted the 
particular notice both of the poet and the 
critic, and becaufe it is probable, that this 
will be the laft edition which can receive any 
improvement from his hands. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION. 

BLENHEIM may be feen every af- 
ternoon from three to five o'clock, ex- 
cept oa Sundays and public day». 

CoMPAKY who arrive in. the morning 
may take the ride of the Park beforQ 
dinner, and after that;, vifit the Palace, 

&c. 

The China Gallery, Park, and 
Gar DEISTS, will, on proper appJ^catictti/ 
be Ihewn at any hour of the day, eaf- 
ccpt during the time of Divine Service 
on Sunday. 



♦^1^* A few plans of Blenheim Park on grand 
Eagle French Paper, plain or coloured) for framing, 
may be bfd where the Description is fold. 
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PRELIMINARY ESSAY 
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LANDSCAPE GARDENING. 



i^wdMiteaik 



Natural Talle is the founda- 
tion of all pi^refque embellifliment. 
To feize the grand outline with the 
mind*s eye, to adapt the defign to the 
predominant features in the landfcape, 
ib unfold the beauties of nature by the 
mafteriy touches of art, is the fublime 
province of the ornamental compofer of 
rural fcenery. 

That this fcience has been cultivated 
tvith the greateft fuccefs in this coimtry, 
even jealoufy and national vanity will 
not pretend to deny. Foreign writers, 
diftinguilhed for their tafte, have allowed 
the Englifh the pre-eminence in landfcape 
and ornamental gardening, and that they 

B we- 



[ 14 ] 

were the firft who emancipated thent* 
felves from the trammels of prejudice ; 
and recurring to nature, which had long; 
been banilhed from the feats of the 
great, invited her to her deferted abodes, 
and gave her a new and impofing aipe^t. 
Ks:nt faw the incongruity of artificial 
defign. The ftraight walk, the clipped 
hedge, the tortured yew, fvmk beneath 
the fuperior chaftity of his tafte. He 
made as much progrefs as an innovatcM^^ 
who had a prevailing bad taftq to con^ 
tend with, could be expected to do. 
Perhaps his own was not quite correft. 
One age feldom unfolds an idea, mid 
brings that idea to perfe<Slion. We have 
had fchools of painting as well, as of or- 
namental fcenery. Some mafters were 
diftinguiflied for one excellence, and fome, 
for another. The force of genius has at 
intervals prevailed over difadvantages ;. 
and produced works to be admired,, 
though not in every refpeft deferving: 
imitation.. Reynolds, with a mind, ea- 
lightened by ftudy, and chaftifed by tafte,. 
embodied the form, and caught the char 

rafter 
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rader wliidi he transfufcd into die co- 
louring on the canvas. He grouped—^ 
he combined. He followed nature, and 
therefore fucceeded ; but he had ^eat 
artilb among his predeceflbrs, who paved 
the. way for the attainment of excel- 
lence. 

It was not thus with pidurefque etn- 
belliihment. The fcience was compara- 
tively new ; and whrae attempts' had 
been made^ they were in general con- 
duced on a wrong plan, or proceeded 
£com a vitiated tafte. 

Kent had every obftacle in his way ; 
yet he accompliihed much; and grati- 
tude is due to him who deviates from a 
wrong patiby and afpites to perfe^on, 
though he may not readb her temple. 

To Kent fucceeded Brown— a man 
originally bred a gardener ; and from this 
fortuitous circumftance> without a parti- 
cle of his genius, every perfon who can 
iuperintend a kitchcn*-garden, or handle 
a ipade, has thought himfelf qualified to 
quit his fphere, and attempt defign. But 
Brown pofleffed an originality of con- 

B 2 ception. 
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tnight wifli. Bcfides, a^ flat furfkce and 
an extended plaiie are very dtfferent ma* 
terials to woodc joh, and. ivill have very 
different efFeAs v^hen viewed by the eye 
of natural tafte*, the only jufl criterion 
(/ rural embdUfhment. 

The chef 'd*ioeuvre of: Brown was tiic 
improvements at Bltnheim. He had die 
noUefl £cld /:to difplay'his talents on^ 
and he did not labour in vain. Bi!it 
though he; traced the outline with tEk&^ 
the corrcft taflc of the noble poffeffor of 
this magnificent place has enabled him 
to give it additional touches^ and to im- 
prove its drapery. He has preferved 
the unity of the defign, and only height- 
ened the colouring. Who that now vi- 
fits thefe pi6hirefque fcenes can deny^ 
but that plantations have been applied 
to all the principal purpofcs which M. 
De Girardin, perhaps copying from his 



* By natural taile is meant that quick perception of 
the beauties and deformities of nature^ which enables a 
perfon at once to decide. No faculty is more rare. It 
requires the union of a poetic imaginattion with a correft 
judgment. 

beloved 






beloved Ermcnohville, conceives ought 
to be their grand objeds : 

"To form the perfpeflive or lide 
icenes'of the foreground that may beft 
conheft the diftances with the principal 
points of vievf . 

- ^' To raife fuch elevations or fcenes, 
as may give relief even to an abfblutc 
flat. 

To hide all difagreeable objeds: 
To give more extent to thofe that 
are » pleafing, by concealing their termi- 
nations behind a mafs of wood ; by which 
means the imagination continues them 
beyond the point where they are feen. 

" To give an agreeable outline to all 
furfaccs, whether of land or water." 

Thefe are the ideas of a matter ; and 
we here fee them realized. They who 
think juftly, in matters not under the 
influence of paflion, will generally think 
the fame: hence often coincidence with- 
out intention. 

But while Brown has been too indif- 
oriminately condemned, he has alfo been 
too laviihly praifed, where he is leaft de- 

B 4 fenfible. 
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feniible, HU clumps muft ia many caibf 
be given up by his moft zealous parti-» 
zans, or receive a degree of connexion 
by intermediate plantingi 9S Has beea 
done at Blenheim^ to prefervx the uni<^ 
formity of the icene. His uixv^iying cir-* 
cular belts too, where they are not 
broken into maffes^ ap we iee them here^, 
and when they ferve to exclude the prof-* 
peft of the furrounding country, arc real 
defedls in pic^refque beau^. No kind 
of property is lefs the objeft of envy, or 
more grateful to the eye, than to taker 
pofleffion of a country in an exteniive^ 
view : it contributes to the general beau- 
ty, and is equally enjoyed by all, with- 
out offence to any. That difplay of na-r 
ture is certainly moft magnificent, which 
is bounded only by the horizon : where 
fcenes under the immediate view prefent 
the moft captivating charms, and where 
diftance harmonizes v^ith the fore groundi. 
Such is the prevailing charader of 
Blenheim. But let us not degrade it to 
a mere obje<ft to pleafe the eye of tafte,, 
however refined. It prefents views to in- 
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tercft the heart. To the pi6turefque land- 
fcape which pleafes the fight, it adds the 
moral landfcape that delights the mind. 
In its wide extent, it exhibits acxommo- 
dations for age, remunerated for it's fer- 
vices in youth — It is peopled with happy- 
labourers — rit is flocked with cattle — it 
waves with corn *. Thefe not only en-? 
liven its mofl brilliant fcenes, but give 
them a charm to the heart of fenfibility, 
which no inanimate or ufelefs embellifh- 
ments can convey. 

* Sonnet, on feeing feme hundred additional acres in 
Blenheim Paric converted into tillage. 

Oft o'er this Icene, with raptur'd eye, the Mufe 
Has ftra/d, while fancy's magic glais 
In fairy tints has painted ancient views. 
And Ihewn in long array Fame*s favVites pafs : 
Th* illuflrious line of names renowned of old> 
Imagination wakes — and ftartles to behold.— 
Here rural beauty fix*d her priftine reign. 
And lur*d the Monarch to her native feat 5 
Here ev'ry fpot, — the fhade, the (lope, the plain. 
Is facred ground, and worn by hallow'd feet. 
And (hall brown Ceres o er the fpace prelide, 
Where Kings have ponder'd, and a Chaucer fung? 
Yes, goddefs, come ! with thee the gifts abide. 
That prop the pomp of State^ that tune the poet*» 
tongue. 

1795. 



NEW DESCRIPTION 
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BLENHEIM. 



X HE Palace or CafUe of Blenheim, 
one of the moft magnificent piles of ar- 
chite6hire in this kingdom^ and perhaps 
in the whole world. Hands in the fined 
part of one of the finefl counties in 
England, within half a mile of the bo- 
rough of New Woodftock ; diflant about 
eight miles from the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford, and fixly-three from London. The 
fixrrounding country is fertile and irrigu- 
ous, adorned with woods, and abounding 
with feats of the nobility and gentry ; 
the air is pure, mild, and ialubrious ; 
and all the neceilanes and many of the 
elegancies of life are plentiful and choice. 

Blekheim 



- Blenheim was buHt kt the pi55Jrc 
cxpence, in the reign of Queen Anne, 
by whom^ with thft qoncurrence of Par- 
liament, which voted half a million for 
its completion, it was conferred, together 
with the annexed demelhes, on the moft 
illuftrious John Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, as a teftimonj^ of royal favour 
and national gratitude for his tranfcen- 
dent fervices, and the many fignal vifto- 
ries he had gained over the French and 
Bavarians, particularly that near the vil- 
lage of Blenheim, on the^ banks of the 
Danube, from which this noUa palace 
receives its name. This vi<5lory' being at- 
chieved on the fecond day of Auguft, 
1704, it was enafted, *' That on the 
iamd day of ereiy year for ever, the in- 
Ijieritors of his Grace's hotiours ^nd titlw 
fhould render at Windsor to hdr Ma- 
jefty, her heirs and fucceffors, one ftah** 
dard or colours, v^ith three fleurs-de-li* 
painted thereon, as an acquittance for all 
manner of rents, fuits, and fervices, dtxt 
to the Crown.'* 

The architeft of Blenheim was Sir 
John Vanbrugh, who, though he has 

been 
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been i)lamed with fomc Ihew of reafbn 
far the hcaTineft of his general defigns, 
muft at )eail ftand acquitted in this in* 
fhtfK^e^ when it is confidered that ftrength 
and durability were principal objeds to 
be tegarded^ in a pile intended to remaia 
a monument of Britiih valour and Bri« 
tifli generoiity^ till the lateii periods of 
time — 

Ml time's remotcft ftage defign'd to prove 
A Cnjj9.c9ihh*9 valour^ and a Nation's love *, 

Accordingly we find both the plan 
and the execution excellently adapted to 
aniwer thbfe momentous purposes ; and 
while the more modem and iQiewy fa« 
birio^ are only the boaft of an age^ Blen<- 
hetm ieems calculated to ftand ininjured 
by the lapfe of years,, and to excite the 
admiratioffi of foreigners as well as na^ 
tives, in proportion as it is better known. 

But Vanbn^h does not ftand in need 
of the poor compliment of an apology 
for his defign, — he defervcs very confi- 

* The verfes intedpeded, where not othcrwilc ac- 
knowledged, are generally taken from Blekheim, s 
Foem^ by the author of this Defcriplioa; firft publi&cd' 
in 1787. 

derable 
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durable applaufe for bis judgment in a 
circumftajice which has principally ex-* 
pofed him to the cehfure of pretended 
critics : he has rendered this ftru^re 
charafteriftic and exjMreffive of its defr 
tination. Its mafly grandeur, its fpacioua 
portals, and its lofty towers, recal t^c 
ideas of defence and f^cprity ; with thele 
we naturally affociate the hero for whom 
it was ered:ed, and thus find it emble- 
matic of his talents and purfuits *. 

From Woodftock, the ulual approach, 
we enter the park through a triumphal 
arch, or fpacious portal of the Corin- 
thian order, raifed to the memory of 
John. Duke, of ^Marlborough, by Sandi 
Ids Duchds ; and charged with the fol- 

* ,Whea this Defcnption was firft publlfhed, the ftric- 
tures on Vanbrugh^a Archite^fcare had been fo long and 
lb oflea repeated b|f unreflecting prejudice, that the Au- 
thor was fearful to bellow even an adequate eulogiutti 
on this noble pile, ^e has not the vanity to think that 
be has been able to give a turn to the public .opinion in 
this refpeft ; but he certainly has the pleafure to find, 
that feveral writers of indifpat&ble taft^» fioce that pe- 
riod» have flepped forwanl in vindication of his general 
ientiments* and have even far exceeded his moderate 
^oommendation. But the age gf !Qlenheim is verging to- 
-wards a century } and the reigi^ of error or of prejudice 
is feldom of longer duration. 

lowing 
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lov^mg infcription, on the fide next 
Woodflxx:k : 

Porta haec extrvda efi anno pqft ohitvm UhftrrJ^mi 

yohamds Dvcis de Marlhorwgh jvjpu atqn;e ^t^ujjficns 

Sarae cojyvgis dikSHjffimae inn teftamento commendavit 

Mra 

S^yib^s *vkimam ipje matpvm wm imfofverat, 

i^atUa fvmnt dvcis in remfvhiicam rnmta tngrejfo tiht 

Phribvs Sut colvmna qnfam optmae conyvgis ftetas 

fom vohni 
Ft ferenne ejfct iffivs ghrtae fvaeque £le£Honis 

fnojvumenPvni* 
A. D, MDCCXXIII. 

Towards the park is the fubfcquent 
tranilation : 

# 

This gate was hvilt tie year after the death of the mofi . 

Uluftriovs 
John Dvke of Marlhorovgh by order of Sarah bis vv>fi 

belvued wfe 
To whom he left the file dkeiHon of the many things 

That remained vt^r^ed of this fabrick. 

The fervices of this great man to his country the pillar 

Will tell yov nvhich the Ihfchefs has ereBed for a lafling 

Monvment of his ghry and hit affeSim to him. 

MDCCXXIII. 

On entering the park^ one <^ the moft 
enchanting proipeds in nature difcloies 
itielf to onr view. The Palace appeals 
in front, the towers of which rife into 
the horizon ; on the left, part of the bo^ 
rough of Woodstock ; on the right, s 

broad 



feroad and deep 'valley, through which 
flows a river of equal extent, with bold 
and winding ihores^ at a proportionate 
diftancc interfefted, but vifibly not ter- 
minated by a Bridge of correlponding 
magnificence to the grandeur of the 
Icenc ;-T— a fwelling lawn, crowned With 
a fuperb and lofty Column, which leaves 
the talleft trees that ieem crowding 
round its bafe at an imrbenfe diftancc 
below, while light clumps, fliady groves, 
and plantations of different ihapes and 
hues fkirt the bounding dales, or clothe 
the remoter Hopes ; — * a fecond reach of 
water beyond the bridge, fringed by tieep 
woods that rife to the very fummit of 
the oppofite hill, and compofe a varioufly 
tinted and indented iurface of luxuriant 
foliage; all thefe fornt'an affemblage of 
attraftions unrivalled, and confpire to 
feike the eye of tafte With an irrefiftible 
charm* In this fmgttlarly piAurefcjue 
landicape, the beaut^ul and the fublimc 
are moft intimately combiiied : all that 
can pleafe, elevate, w • rfftoriifli, difplAy 
themfeives at once ; and the mind is at 

a loft 
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,a fofi tio kttofw to 'whatfourcc it is cMdfly 
indebted for its pleasure, or rather what 
fe the predohiinant chara^cr of the ob- 
jeAs that arreft its attention. 
' At a ftnall diftancc frotn'this portal, 
towards th^ right, is the Centrum Phoni- 
cittn, or fpeaker's place, of a very re- 
ttiarkable polyfyUabical artieiilate Echo; 
tvhichjj according to Dr. Hott, in his 
Natural Hiftoty of Oxfordshire, will dif- 
tintSly repeat feventeen iyllables in a 
cakn day, and in tihe night twenty : but 
the demolition of the ancient palace, 
which ftood on the brow of the oppofite 
hill, thts exterifibn of the river, or fome 
otlter htent caufc, has in Ibme meafiire 
diminilhed its fiirprifing powers. How- 
ever, a veiry Inpetior Echo may be heard 
by a Ijfycaker llationed neat an old cedar 
tree, between RosAMOijrD's Well and 
the bridge ; and it is nothing tmufiaal 
for thole who are lacqtiaintcfd with this 
circnmlfcintie to compfiment the vocal 
nymph with a familiar falutatron, which is 
Ipeedily retomed with anikzing exadnefe 

C ,of 
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of articulation, and reiter?ite4 accor4ing; 
ta the ftillnefs of the furrounding fccnc. 
Mufical founds, have a delightful efFed: 
on this fpot. 

. A broad gravel-road, preferving one 
^uniform dire<ftion for a quarter of a mile, 
and gradually diverging from the fwecp 
of the river,: conduces us tov^ards the 
eaftern gate of the Palace, This road is 
almoft wholly open.« On the Woodftock 
fide, only a few finall frefii-planted 
clumps appear, which aflift to conceal 
the boundary from other points of view, 
and to break the line of fome private 
houies ; a few trees, fancifully difpofed^ 
ikirt the Hope, and others of a larger 
gfowth range with the ftream on its 
very edge, and afford fome pretty, glades 
into the water between their trunks and 
boughs ; but their heads fcarcely rifing 
above the level of the walk, they ferve 
rather to vary than to conceal* Near 
the Home Lodge, on the left, the New 
Walk commences : it extends about a 
quarter of a mile under the park wall, 

amidft 
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^liiidft the covert of plantations, which 
afibrd fhelter from the ivinds, and Ihade 
from the h^t. 

As wc advance, the profpefts diverfify, 
the fine rural fccnes in the* northern part 
of the park become more and more con- 
ipicuous; and to the north- welt, the eye 
takes in an ample field ^ of cheerfiil ob- 
jefts over a wide extent of champaign 
and woodland country, to the extremity 
of Which WOOD Foreft, which is finely 
contrafted with the deep umbrage that 
overhangs the lake, and intercepts the 
view. This road, which is only lateral 
and circuitous, to avoid the ftifFnefe of 
a diTcA approach, at laft falls into an- 
other, which be^nning at the noble en- 
trance on the fouth of Woodftock, is 
lined by double rows of (lately trees, 
and forms a beautiful and ^acious vifi:a 
to the Palace. 

By the eaftem gate we enter an ar- 
caded quadrangle ; on the right, confift- 
ing of offices ; on the left, chiefly occu- 
pied by the Theatre, which has been 
recently fitted up in a fiyle of peculiar 

C Si elegance. 
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elegance, and with appendages cprre- 
i^ondent to the munificence ^md: fortune 
of the owner. The ftage is large, and is 
furnilhcd with proper phanges of foene- 
ry, and fixtures: the feats for the au- 
dience are eai^ and commodious, and 
capable of accommodating two hutidred 
pbrfons, without including the fide boxes, 
The whole has a grand and a pleafing 
cfFeA. For an amufcmcnt at once libe- 
ral, elegant, and inflxudivej, which ad- 
mits fo many to a participation, and 
which leaves no fting behind, the ^- 
pencc conipicuous here cannot be deem^ 
ed too pxofiife, nor can that generofit^ 
and tafte be iufficiently praiied that have 
appropriated and applied it {o well. 

From this ijuadrangle^ we proceed into 
the area, where the North ;Fb.ont. 
opens to the view ; a noble piece of ar- 
chiteAurc, three hundred and forty-eight 
feet from wing to wingr and highly or- 
namented, particularly in the centre. 

This is the grand approach; and to 
it we are properly cmidu<6led over, the 
valley, through which the river winds, 

by 
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by a magnificent bridge^ which has been 
frequently compared to the Rialto at 
Venice, though without any parallel of 
application. The diameter of its centre 
arch is an hundred and one feet : 

Thro' which the Danube might colle6led pour 
His fpaciotis urn. 

The efFe^ of this bridge, which unites 
two hills, and gives an uniformity and 
confiftency to the fcene, that would 
otherwife be disjointed and complex, is 
pecidiarly grand ; and its application one 
of the happieft efforts of judgment. Be- 
yond it, on a confiderable eminence, in 
the midfl of a fine lawn, is a Itately co- 
lumn or pillar, one hundred and thirty 
feet high, on the top of which ftands a 
flatue ojf the immortal John Churchill, 
Duke of Marlborough, 

——Like a guardian God fubllme. 
And awes the fubjedk plain. 

Every circumftance that enters into the 
compofition of the fcene unites to pro- 
mote one vafl and beautiful efFeft, The 
north front itfelf is of fuch magnificence 
as to difFule a luftre on lurrounding ob- 

C 3 jedls • 
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jc4ls; the accomp^^niments are well adapt- 
ed to refleft it back on the building. A 
fincf e^panfe df water ftretches its arms 
around^ as if proud to embrace it, ap- 
proaches in a v^iety of diretSions, ipreads 
its animating Ipirit over the whole, and 
connects together the widely extended, 
and extremely diverfified parts of the 
brilliant landfcape. 

The South Fjlo^t, though lefs ex- 
teniive, is highly elegant. It commands 
a calm fcene, a view that, without lur- 
prifing, no repetition can render indif- 
ferent ; the eye rcfts on it with compla- 
cency, and returns to it with delight. 
The fore-ground is a .fine lawn, fre- 
quently covered with Iheep, and enli- 
vened with pheafants, fo tame as to fol- 
low their feeder; the plealiire grounds 
lucceed; behind is a beautiful perlpec- 
tive of the village of Bladon, juft peep- 
ing through tufted trees ; and ftill far- 
ther, a profpeft of the diflant hills, which 
breaking one before another exhibit a 
fucceffion of chains, till the laft, a conti- 
nuation of the Chilterjst Range through 

Berks, 



[ 35 ] 

• r 

Berks, gradually diffolves in the almoft 
boundlels horizon on the fouth-weft. 
Over the portico, which does credit to 
the Corinthian order, Hands a coloffal 
buft of LotTis XIV. of France, taken 
from the gates of Toumay. ' 

A glorious trophy to the Vi<^or s fame, — 
A lasting record of the Gallic &ame. 

It is adorned with proper military em- 
blems, and under it is the lubfequent 
infcription, running along the pedimeiit: 

Europa bac mndsx gemo decora alki iBritanno *i 

Which may be rendered, " The. aferter 
cf the liberty of Europe dedicates thefe lofty 
honours to the, Britijh Genius.^* 
. Near the eaftern angle, a commodious 
and elegant Observatory has been 

' * Though this infcription has but one obvious, and 
cao have but one coniiftent meaning, it .has ncverihekfs 
been tortured into various \ and the fentence without a 
verb has been the alternate Ihimbling-block of real igno- 
rance and falfe criticifm : no authorities can avail the 
former 5 the latter may be convinced of its propriety, by 
referring to 

^NEAS H.-EC PB P^NAXS VICTORIBUS ARMA« 
AGHNAIQI AHO MHAAN KAI eHBAIAN. 

And to other inftahces of a fimilar mode of expreflion, 
from fources of unqueftionable purity. 

C 4 lately 
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lately erctSledf amply fomiflxed with thr 
b^ft aftronomical apparatvi^: by the julUy 
celebrated Ramfdea. A grand telcfcape^ , 
bjy Herfchell^i pr^erited to the Duke by 
his Majefty foon after the royal vifit to 
Blenheim in 1786, and now in the li- 
brary, may be reckoned ^ yery valuable 
appendage : another CQnre<{Kmdkis Ob- 
fervatory i?; now fitted np^ at the weftera 

. The apartments of this Palace are fur- 
nilhed with princely magnificence : the 
tapeftry and paintings attyaft univerial 
and deferved attention ; but as it is im- ^ 
poffiblc to dq them adequate juitice ia 
any general defcription, we fhall condwft 
oiir readers through the grand fuit of 
rooms, ufiially open to public inlpcdlion, 
in the order in which they are ihewn, 
and enumerate the moft pelehrated pto* 
duAions of art in each* 

Here Painting. Ihews the wonders of her surtji 
Gains on the fenfe, and captivates the heart ; 
From mimic pencils new creations rife. 
Start into Hfe, and wear its native dyes ; . 
Bold as the form Prombt^bus tai:^ht to move, 
yfh^n Heaven's dread ligl^tmng hfi withdrew fron^- 
J ov?, 

Here 
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Here Bhusskls' looms their boaft^^lkill difplavi 
And tapellry armies Aland in long array. 
The vivid tiote wijth warV dread hornoa bwrx : 
Here, Grief and Shame— there. Rage and Fuiy turn • 
The lengthened march-^the rampartr rife to f5ght, 
And all the kiodUfig gjoriea of the fight. 

Hail, ye great artifts, whofe enchanting {kill 
Can mould the paffions, and controul the will : 
Not to the eye your labours are addreft,-^ 
They bottft an influence o'er the dudile breaft ; 
For while, entranc*d, each happy touch we view. 
The moral fenfe becomes reform'd by you : 
Beauty and order, harmony and eafe. 
Unite to poliih, as they tend to pleafe. 



HALL. 



Through a iupcrb portico, on mafly 
Corinthian columns of elegance and di- 
ineniions almoft unrivalled, we enter the 
hall, which lies in the centre of the 
north, or* grand front : this is alio fup* 
ported by fluted Corinthian pillars. The 
ceiling, which is the height of the build- 
ing, is painted by Sir James Thornhill, 
and allcgorically rcprefents Victory 
acowning John Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, as ihe points to a plan of the 
battle of Blenheim. The Duke is de- 

piifled 
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pided in a blue Roman dreifs. Over the 
noble marble door-cafe that communi- 
cates with the lalobn, is a buft of the 
iame hero, with this infcription : 

Ecce vlrum Jiabiles cut gens aug^fta Penates 

Cut fracas tandem Gallia, dsbet opes. 

Hie veterem Angliaca wtuti inftaurat honorem 

Seu res conJiUo, feu Jit agmda manu, 

Non animo Auguflus melior mtn Julius armis 

Seu muleet gentes, tile <vd ille donuU, 

Behold the man to diftant nations k/town. 
Who Jbpok the Gallic, fixd the Aujlrian throne. 
New luftre to Britannia*s glory gave -, 
In councils prudent, as in a^on brave. 
Not Julius more in arms di/Ungui/b'd Jbin'd, 
Nor could Augtiflus better cUlm mankind, 

* In the gallery on the fame fide may- 
be feen whole length portraits of Villiers 
Duke of Buckingham, ftabbed by Fel- 
ton, by Myttens ; — of Queen Anne, by 
Mr. Lily; — and of Henry Rich Lord 
Holland, by an unknown mafter. A 
large collection of family portraits occu- 
py the fame gallery, the whole extent 
of the houfe. Below, in niches n^car the 
angles, are the Medicean Venus, and 
the Dancing Fawn, in bronze, from 
the originals in the Grand Duke of Tuf- 

cany's 
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cany's coUediori, and executed with ini- 
mitable fkill by Mazimiiian Soldani 
Benzi, at Florence, in 1711. 
. The arcades on the right and left are 
adorned with marble termini. Below 
on a black marble flab {lands a fine an- 
tique Diana and Dog, andexaftly op- 
poiite, on a fimilar flab, is a beautiful 
Vase with figures in relievo, from the 
antique, fuppofed to reprefent the nup- 
tial ceremonies of the Romans. 

Over the grand fl:air-cafe ,is a large 
piAure, by Hudfon, of Charles Duke of 
Marlborough and Family ; and beyond 
the arcades, on the other fide of the 
hall, the firfl: Duke and Family are de- 
lineated by the pencil of Clofterman. 

BOW-WINDOW ROOM- 

From the hall, we proceed along a 
gallery to the bow- window room. The 
famous battle of Blenheim is pour- 
tray ed in the tapeftry on the right at 
entrance, and occupies a confiderabie 
/pace. The principal a<S;ion is confined 

to 
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to the taking of Marfhal Tallard. The 
battle of Wyitendael is rcprefcnt^d in 
the tapeftry on the left. 

Over the firft door is St. Jerome ftu- 
dying, very fine, by Giorgioni. Over the 
chimney, a moft capital original pi6lure, 
by Raphael, of the Virgin and Child ; 
St. John and St. Nicolas, formerly be- 
longing to the Capella degli Anfidei at 
Perrugia- 

On a pannel to the right. 
A fine Head after Han. Caracci, by 
Sir Jofliua Reynolds. 

A Head of Lady Anne Churchill, by 
Sir Godfrey Kneller. 

A fmall pifture of the AfTumption^ 
by Tin tore t, 

A female Head, by Reubens. 

Two Monkies in the habit of Monks, 
by Teniers. 

A Madona and Child, by LicHiardo da 
Vinci. s%' 

Over the fecond door are t^ Nymphs> 
by an uncertain mailer. 

Between two beautiful fluted Corin* 

thian 



[ 41 ] 

thian piUais,, another portwt of Lady 
Anne Churchill, by Kneller. 

A fmall pendeht:: cabinet, with a mi- 
mature Painting, by Lrady Qifden. 

. On the next pannel. 

A Man's Head unknown, by Titian. 

A beautiful etching of a Wood Nymph, 
by the Princefs Royal ; given to her 
Grace the Dudiefs of Marlborough, by 
her Royal Highnefs. 

An allegorical original Drawing, by 
Cipriani, intended as a frontiipiece to 
the fecond volume of the Gemmae Mari- 
burienles Seleftae. 

Between the c^pofite pillars* 
A portrait of Prince Eugene. , 
. An el^ant engraving of the Marquis 
of Taviftock, by Watfon. 

On the next pannel. 

A Man's head unknown, by Holbein. 

An Etching, by the Princefs RoyaL 

An original Drawing, by Cipriani, the 

frontifpiece to the firft volume of the 

Gemmas Marlburienfes : the {uhjeA from 

Pliny's Nat. Hift. 

Over 
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Over the third door, a Battle Piece, 
by Wovermans*. 

' The ceiling is painted in a novel ftyle 
of fimple elegance, and adorned with 
military emblems^ by Hakewill. The 
window curtains and furniture are blue 
filk damafk. Under the mirrors that 
adorn the pannels between the windows, 
^re two. .mgrble flabs, on each of which 
is a flecping figure, very expreffively 
fculptured in white marble. At the 
other end of the room are two elegant 
cabinets. 

DUKE's DRESSING ROOM. 

• • 

The decorations of this apartment are 
rather elegant than Iplendid ; the hang- 
ings are llraw-coloured flock paper, with 
a rich border ; the furniture is chintz. 

The paintings are : 

I. * !• Venus and Adonis, by an un- 

* The Roman numerals I. II. III. refer to the three 
£des of the apartment, beginning at the left: the fourth, 
and in the grand cabinet the third, is ocupied by the 
windows and the mirrors. The Arabic chara6^ers i, i, 

exprefs 
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certain ^rtift;- — a Magdalen, by youiig 
Palma; — our S^vi^Jut in the Virgms lap, 
crowning two female Martyrs, by Ti- 
tian ;— St. Mark penning hiar^ofpel, by 
old Palma. 

Z* Infide view of a Church, , by Steen- 
wyck ; — a prolpeft of a Spanilh Sea 
Port, by Weenix; — the Deftrudion of 
Pharaoh and his Hofl: in the Red Sea, 
by old Frank. 

II. I. Two Beggar Boys, very charac* 
teriftic, by Murillio ; — Efther and Aha- 
fiierus, by Paul Veronefe; — lliree Beg-i' 
gar Boys, by Murillio. 

III. I. A Holy, Family, very fine, by 
Reubens ; — Charles Eiarl of Sunderland, 
by Kneller ; — King George I. by an un- 
known artift ; — Sleeping Venus and Sa- 
tyr, with attending Cupids, from the 
fchool of Reubens. 

^. A view of Althorpe, the feat of 
Earl Spencer, by Tilleman. 

Over the chimney arc two antique 

cxprefs the upper and lower rows of pictures on the fame 
fide. When the arrangement would not fufFer this ea^ 
mode of diltipiftion, the figures are omitted. 

metal 
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inetal jars.- Utider the glafs> a pair of 
elegant globes, by Adams. 



• * 



' EAST DRAWING ROOM: 

4 

The hangings add furniture crimlba 
datnaik ; the ceiling a flight plain dome, 
of an oval (hape *; the chimney-piece is 
compofed of the richeft veined marble. 
Many of the paintings are very capital. 

Li. a Holy Family, fuppofed by 
Raphael; — the Marchionefi de Havre; 
' — the Duchefs of Buckingham and Off* 
fpring ; — ^Mary of Medicis ; all by Van^ 
dyke. 

a. An oval portrait of King William 
ill. by Sir Godfrey Kneller ;— Death of 
the Virgin Mary, by Guido; — A Holy 
Family, by Vandyke ;—-^the Annuncia- 
tion, by Corregio ; — an oval portrait of 
Lady Chefterfield, by Vandyke. 

II. I . Philip II. King of Spain, a whole 
length, by Titian ; — a rncfH capital and 
ftrikingly charafteriftic Bacchanalian 
Piece, by Reubens; — ^Andromeda chain- 
ed to the rock, by the iamc. 
« ^. The 
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i. The Offering of the Magi, by Reu- 
bens ;"-^a. Frenidh^ Ckmp, by Wattcau ; 
— a fmall pendcn.t cabinet, with minia- 
tures of the prefeaft Family ;-*^two f6iall 
i^andfcapes> by i French artift.;— Cattle, 
iby-Roia di Tiv^lii; — two cbrrefponding 
imall Landiea^sy as before; — another 
correfponding cabinet, inclofuig minia- 
tures; — a Landscape, by Paul Brylle. 

IIL I . A charming pi(9:tire, by Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, reprefentiiig tady Char- 
lotte Spencer, in the chaia£ber of a Oip*- 
fey, telling her brother, Lord Henry, his 
fortime ;— ^Reubens, Wife, and Child, by 
Reubens, a prefeint to the £rft Duke, by 
the city of Bniffels. Charles I. by Van-^ 
dyk^ ;— a Holy Family, fuppc&d by Ra- 
phael, in his firfl: ftilc of painting, a pre- 
&nt from the town of Ghent. 

Si. Henrietta Maria, Queen of Charles 
I. by Vandyke; — an Angel, .finall, by 
COTregio ;•— Cattle and Figui^s, by Wo- 
vermans; — a Landscape, imall, by Claude 
Lorrain ;*— a broad Dayirbreak, very fine, 
byVandermeer. 

D GRAND 
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GRANi;) CABINET- 






: Thb xnagnifioent apaitmpttt. opens, to 
the eaft ?iad ibutbu aibd oo^oys tfac maSL 
chctrmihg iceneiy. - The hangings and 
furmture ure nch «rinpi&n diOMik^ with 
gihling of cota!tfpon6mg' picador : tbe 
qomicCf in particular, is extremely -oler- 
gonti aqdia the centre, of the ceilitg is 
a latge dicular.gilt plunie.. The: cbim- 
^y is compD&d of dauik^gcdoured xxm^ 
ble, inldiUl wi^i whitfi^ in- om&mcpfyA 
feiloons^ widi an tirn, |irq^d£ling m re^ 
lievo, whic& hast a delightful effed ; OYflk: 
it {land th&Hftenmg Slam, and a cioui:h* 
ing Vbnufi in hrqnz^ and. between tfaSetti 
twQ very c^unoTi'a jars/ ; • * 

The paintings^ are ibme of the nudBt 
iiiperb in any cpllec^iQii. 

!• I . A Holy Family, by Reubens ;-4- 
« Madona flanding on a ^dbe, furroundr 
ed by Angels, by Carlo Maratti ;*'^the 
Offering of t^ Magi, by • Reubens. . 

j2. A moft capital pidhire of our Sa^- 
viour blelTing the Children, by Reubens. 

n. I. 
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IL I. Filial AfFeAion, exemplified in 
the Roman Daughter, by Reubens ; -;— 
the Return of our Saviour from Elgypt, 
by. Reubens; — Lot's Departure out of 
Sodom, by Reubens/ a prefent from the 
town of Antwerp. 

2. Portrait »of Paracelfiis, by Reubens; 
— ^ Virgin, hear head encirded with Htsin, 
ibppoied the Miraculoui^ Conception, in 
the fineft ftile, by Carlo Dolce ; Ra- 
phael's favourite Dorothea, by himfdf ; 
head of Reub^is, by the feme ;— ^Pope 
Gregory and a Female Pautent bearing 
a palm branch, by Titian ;--^ a Holy Fa^ 
mily, by Ludovico Caracci, ^ 

BLUE DRAWING ROOM. 

The hangings are blue damaik, with 
omamentat ^It bordures : the furniture 
corre^onding. The head in the centre 
of the chimney is a fine piece of fculp- 
ture : the whole is ddicately finifhed in 
white marble. The large gilt branches 
on each fide above are peculiarly elegant. 

The paintings are : 

D z Li. 
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. I. I. Ifaac blcfling Jacob; 'by Rem- 
brandt ;-^ari oval in claro obfcuro, very 
cxpreffivc, from an ancient gem, by Re-^ 
becca. 

II. I . Catharine of Medicis^ in co- 
lours, almoft inimitable, by Reubens ;r-— 
Time clipping Cupid's wings, an allego* 
rical painting, by Vandyke' ;— William 
Marquis of Blandford, by Sir Godfrey 
Kneller. ^ 

2. A Landscape, by Vand»meer ; — 
a Dutch Family, by Oftade ; --r- a Land-* 
fcape, by Gafpard Pouffin; — Dorothy 
Countefs of Sunderland, painted by Van* 
dyke, but .immortalized by Waller;- — 
another Landfcape, by Grafpard Pouffin ; 
• — a fmall highly finiihed Family Piece, 
by Gonzales; a beautiful little Land- 
fcapci by Wovernians. 

HI. I, Ladies Caroline; and Elizabeth 
Spencer, by Romiiey ; the latter is re- 
prefented as playing on her harp, the 
former in the a<% of taking a iketqh of 
her fitter; — on the right of which are 
two Heads of young Women, by Paul 
Veronefe ; — on the left, ouj: Saviour, 

and 
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and St. John, by Carlo Dolce ; — the 
Woman taken in Adultery, by Rem- 
birandt. 

^. Our Saviour and the Virgin in the 
clouds, with a Monk paying adoration, 
by Hannibal - Caracci ; — our Saviour arid 
the Virgin in the clouds, with accompa- 
niments, by Tintorct;^ — a brilliant col- 
ledlion of thirty-fix miniatures of diffe- 
rent magnitudes,^ among which are three 
of the beautiful and unfortunate Mart 
Queen of Scots ;^— a Holy Family, by 
'Ludovico Caracci ; — Cattle and Figures, 
by. Bambocchio. 



WINTER DRAWING ROOMi 

The tapcftiy hangings of this apart- 
.ment reprefentthe four Cardinal Vir- 
tues, with their charaderilHc emblems 
and accompaniments, and in vivid beauty 
of colouring approach nearer to painting 
than any thing of the j(ame kind in 
Blenheim. 

I. Fortitude, with proper infignia. 

D3 The 
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The mm ^frcnchmg opfpi the lioil> 
jaws is ejitremciy. eajipfeffinfe. 

II. On one fide of the chimney, Pnv- 
DENXJE, holding a nairror ia her left 
hand, in the adion of viewing the con- 
dn& of others, that flie may be the bet»- 
ter able to regulate her own; in th^ 
light, a dart entwined with a remor^ 
thi9 refpe(^ve emblems of {feed, and de- 
lay, between which Prudence obierve^ 9^ 
middle courfe. 

On the other iide of the chimney 
Justice, with, her balance »nd fword, 
and other diilinguiihing charai^riiHcs, 

III. Temperance, with her curb* 
The River God pouring water out of 
his urn, is finely ima^ned, and attrads 
the notice of every lpe6lator. 

The only paintings are, an animated 
one of Lord Stafford and his Secretary, 
over the firft door ;-^— a very beautiful 
portrait of Mary Duche& of Richmond, 
with a little Girl pr^oiting her gloves, 
over the chimney ; — -and of Mrs. Mor- 
ton jand Mrs. Killigrew, two of Charles 

IL's 
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IV $ fevouritas^. ^er the othbr door r all 
by;ya»dyke. ■.,.:,,,{ 

l^ the centre, of the Vwy cilc^»t 
chimney-piece, ' formed cf the . ricixeft 
I9«i:ble9> is an ^to flcliwo ©f Cupid :4nd 
]pi^he s .Masriag^v from the acntique. A 
notifiQation in: Greek €ha<4<%er9 is . pre« 
fixfiid^ that Tiy(>hon e^cuted. the ari^«* 
99I, Overi «*e two iQentawfs in br<Maze> 
and two beautiful uitis of DerbyAuie 

In thid room alia are«imaU bronzed of 
Qcpids, nn^ Hwcujfs kiUing the Ccn^ 
taurs. The nituxor» a3(6 Angularly fu« 
pert). 

DININOROOM. 

Is isi \reU a/^pted for its deitination,. 
bemg large, .l<^y, and commodbufly fi- 
tuated. The ceiling is richly iluccoedy 
aad the fides ire wainfcotted in latge 
pahnek, painted white. The chimney-^ 
piece is peculiarly handfome : it fupports 
an elegant clock, mounted on an ele- 
phant in bfoze, a^nd crowned with an 
Amecican Indian. 

D 4 The 
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The' prodttfticms df the ^eneil are r ^ 

I. I. Cattle and Figures, in a vcty 
capital ftilc, by- (!3aftigliotte^;-^a Ba<jbha- 
halian Piece, by Vaftdyke/ - . ^ 

IL I. Lot and his Daughters, very 
line, by Reubens, a prefeM from thd 
Emperor of Germany ;-^Henrietta Ma- 
ria, Queen of Charles I. by Vandyke ;-— 
Venus and Ac^onis, by Reubens, another 
prefent from ^c Emperor. 

III. The prefent Duke, DuchBss, 
and SIX Children — Ladies Oardiine, 
Elizabeth, Charlotte, and Anne; — the 
Marquis of Blandford, and Lord Henry':" 
the two youngeft. Lord Francis and 
Lady Amei^ia, were, bom iince this 
very capital pidure (which coft feven 
hundred guineas) was painted by Sir 
Jolhua Reynolds.— The Rape of Euro- 
pa, by Paul Veronefe. 

On the pannels near the windows, at 
each end, are three fmall Landfcapes, by 
Wootton. 

SALOON. 



I 

This noble apartment is highly fi* 

niihed. 
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ni^d^ and richly decorated : it is lined 
in the lf>wej part- with marble in the 
Italian'*tafte,* and 'its four door- cafes are 
entii«ly compofed of the fame beautiful 
tod durable material. Over each door, 
which face the four quarters, are the 
arms of the firft Duke. Above the mar- 
ble bafement are fix compartments, in 
which different nations of the world are 
depidled in their chara<fteriftic drefles 
and cxprcffions, by La Guerre. Thefc 
howet^er are rather caricatures than na- 
tui'al delineations: they are fliewn in the 
following manner, and faid to reprefent, 

I. The Painter,— French — Englifh *, 
and Scotch. 

II. Spaniards. 

III. Moors and Negroes: 

. IV. • Chinefe and Tartars. 

V. Turks. 

VI. Dutch and Swedes. 

The ceiling is the height of the build- 
ing, and executed by the lame artift 



* The Portrait of the Englilhman is believed to re- 
prefent Dean Jones, Chaplain to Sarah Duchefs of Marl- 
borough. 

with 
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tvith a felicity both in defign and ^« 
formance. It emblemfttically xeptf^^nta 
John Duke of MAKLBoitQiTjG^K^mitjbi 
career of vidory arretted by the bdnd of 
Peajce, while Tim£ reminds. him <)f the 
papidity of his own flight. 

Over the £rft chimney ftandsan^m 
tique buft of a Roman Coniiil ;-^aQil 
at the fame end of the rpom> a noaihlo 
flab with, a Skeping Ven\». 

Over the fecond chin^ney is an ixt^ 
tique bufl of Caracalla ; -*^ and on an^. 
other marble ilab^ Cleopatxa and • the 
Afp. 

GREEN DRAWING ROOM. 

It is hung with tapeftry, reprefentiiig 
in vivid colours fome of the military ex- 
ploits of John Duke of Marlborough* 

I. Battle of Dunnewert. 

II. Battle of Lifle, on the right of 
the chimney ; — Si^e of Lifle on the left. 
The French fpy is very expreflivcly deli- 
neated. 

IIL Battle of Malplaquet. The eager 

attention 
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attentioa of thft perfon receiyifig ofders> 
is^adixarably dm;vwi.: . 

: Over, the firft d^or is a ch^ijiirig por- 
tri^U-ofja young Kojiight of Sj:. John qf 
Jerufalem, by Barrocio r — over the opt 
pS^tP rfpor, a yefy mafterLy paintirtg of 
Melc»ger and A^alaota, by Rjeubetis. 

Ooc a paao^l near the wiiidovir aft en« 
trance^ is the : Adoration Qf the Shep* 
herdsy^by Lucca Giordano. 

A. Mad^na aod. Child, by ^ncholas 
Pouffin. 

JFigures enri^cj^; with a wreath, of 
flow^ers, by R<^ttenhaxnmer« 

On the oppofite panneL 
The Offering p£ the Magi, by Lriicca 
Cjiordano. 

A Holy Fan>ily>^ by Nich. Pouffin- 
Figures encircled with a wreath of 
flowers, by Rottenhanimer. 

A mod: beautiful and curious Clock 
on a new conftruiJIion, by Vulliamy, 
Aands on the chinMey-piece. A Serpent 
bending down its head from the top of 
a fmalL urn, round which the hours are ar- 
ranged, points out the time with its fting; 

and 
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and on the fame ufn^ an ^legaitt- figure 
of Contemplation leaning, gives the 
whole a fingular and rather monumental 
air. On each fide are Boys Gambols in 
bronze* 

: Abore is a highly finiflied and incx- 
preffibly attraAive pifture of her. Grace 
the DirCHCss of Miaribotough> in an 
elegant white drefs, by Rotnney. 

On the marble (labs tinder the win- 
dows arc bronzes of Fame and Mercury 
mounted on Pegafi. 

The curtains, fophas, and other furni- 
ture, are deep green damafk* 

' ' STATE DRAWING ROOM. 

4 

This apartment has been recently de- 
corated, and furniftied with the utmoft 
magnificence. The ceiling • is elegant ; 
— the cornice richly gilt; — and the.bor- 
dure round the room is in a correfpond- 
ing ftilc. The mirrors are almoft unri- 
valled in the fiiperlative elegance of their 
frames — the magnitude of their {)lates is 
likewife very confiderable. 

The 
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The chining . is :of the whitcft mar- 
ble: it is adorned with a imall ceatral 
urn, fupported by two griifios ; tbefe 
likcwife are part of the embellifhments 
of the glaifes : they belong to the family 
arms. The marble flabs are proportion- 
ate to the iplendor of the reft. A highly 
finiihed cabinet at the lower end fup- 
ports a rich luftre. The curtains and 
furniture are white damaik. 

One of the principal ornaments how- 
ever of the room is a moft fuperb piAure 
of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 
in his garter robes, by Romney : it is placed 
over the chimney. Frpm this beautiful 
painting, Jones has executed a very hap- 
py me^zotinto : another of the Duchefs 
from Romney's Painting has likewife 
been finiihed by the fame artift. 

The tapeftry is a continuation of the 
firft Duke's atchievemcnts. 

I. and Ih The March to Bouchain. 

U. and III. The Siege of Bouchain. 
In this piece. Lord Cadogan's Dog, 
which attended his mafter through the 

wars. 
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vreM, and returned fafe^ makes a confpi- 
cuoud figure. 

Over the firft ddor is a Fruit Piecc> 
by Lucca Giordanb. 

Over the oppofite door, St. Laurence 
difbibuting the ornaments of the altar^ 
by II Prete Genoefe. 

STATE BED CHAMBER. 

In a palace there^ muft be apartments 
for pomp "as well as for utility ; (his is 
one of the former, and rcry fplendid of 
the kind. The furniture and h^igihgs 
are rich blue damafk, interlaced with 
gold. The bed-pofts are elegantly fluted, 
and covered with burnifhed gold : their 
extremities adorned with military em- 
blems. The top rifes into a dome, -iiir- 
mounted with a ducal coronet ; — at the 
head are the family arms. 

The chimney-piece is decorated with 
bronzes of Hercules killing the Centaurs, 
and the Hydra; — between thefe is a 
bull of Diana ; — over it is a capital jmc- 

ture. 
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ttirc, by JLuoca Oi^^rdano^ rcprefenting 
Bieatcsi bleeding to death, while with 
philofophic compc^ure be di<9:»tes to his 
a(manueiiii3/ ^ 
' On a paamel <a the right is a per:- 
tradt of Edward VL by Holbein* 
- A vi^w of Amhiteikukte, by Panini. 

Tht burning of Troy, by old Frank. 

Over each door is a ^ece of ftill life, 
by Maltefe. 

Froin this ftately iuit of rooms, where 
the profufion of Iplendid objefts is apt 
to dazzle the organs of fight, the eye is 
both charmed are relieved on entering 

THE LIBRARY. 

This very fpacious apartment^ which 
occirpics the entire weft front, is two 
hundred feet long, and thirty-one feet 
nine inches wide in the centre. 

It is impoffible to conceive any thing 
more fuperb than the folid columns of 
marble, which fiipport a rich entablature, 
the Doric pilafters of the fame, the fur- 
rounding b^fement of black marble, ^nd 

the 
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th^ {tuccpcd compartmenrta of the iofty 
vaulted ceiling, which ppcii a! fine field 
for the pencil of the fiift nmfter. ; 

This noble room was originally . ittr 
tended as a gallery for paintii^ ; but has 
fince been fumilhed . i5fith the grand 
Sunderland coUedion of books, com- 
prifing upwards of twenty thouiand; vo- 
lumes, Jn various langu^es, arts> and 
fciences; all arranged in commodious 
cafes with latticed doors, on the eaft fide 
through its whole extent, and the twp 
eads* 

At the upper end of the library ftands 
a highly finilhed white marble ftatue of 
Queen Anne, in her coronation robes, 
by Ryfbrack ; on the pedeftal is this in- 
icription : 

To the .Memory of Queen Anne ! 
Under whole Aufpices 
John Duke of Marlboroxtgh 

conquered. 

And to whofe Munificence 

He and his Pofterity 

With Gratitude 

Owe the PoiTeflion of Blenheim. 

A. D. MDCCXXVI. Ij^ 
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In a reccfs on the weft fide, is ah an:- 
tique ftatue, infcribed Julia Domna ; 
— and lower down, another of Diana 
and Dog, both on mahogany therms. 

At the lower end is a buft of Alex- 
ander the Great.; a fine fpecimeh of 
Grecian fculpture, in good prefervation, 
dug out of the ruins of Herculaneum ; 
and fiipported by an elegant modem 
therm. 

Over the book-cafes on the eaft fide 
are the fiibfequent paintings and fculp- 
tures : 

Lord Godolphin. 
Duke of 'Montague. 
Above the firft chimney, a buft of 
Charles Elarl of Sunderland, the collec- 
tor of the books: — beneath, a lea piece 
of Jonah and the Whale, after Pouffin : 
— on the chimney, a buft of the Empe- 
ror Adrian. 

Countefs of Sunderland. 
Countefs of Bridgwater. 
Countels Cowper. 
Hon. John Spencer. 
Over the grand marble door-cafe that 

E commu- 
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con>rawiicat3¥s with the haU, ^ buft of 
MUo Cxotonenfis. 
. EU^abcth Duchefs of M^Ihorou^* 

Charles Duke of Marlborough. 

S^irah Ehjchefs of Marlborough. 

John Dvke of Marlborough. 

Oyer - the fecond chironey, a GirlV 
Hcadi antique. — A Landfcape, after 
Pouffin ; above^ a buft of Charles Duke 
of Marlborough, by Ryfbrack. 
Queen Anne. 
King William. . 

From the noble bow-windows on the 
weft> is an elyfian profpe£t of the beau* 
tiful defcent to the lake^ and of the 
pendent grove on the oppoiite hill. In- 
deed every apartment hais its appropriate 
beauties, both internal and external : the 
eye of difcernm^fxt will recognize many 
which the l^reyity of our plan prevented 
us from noting ; to the more curibxy ob-^ 
ferver this defcription will prove an ufe- 
ful monitor* One fbriking ornament 
however we have neg^<ftcd to repiark r 
the mahogany doors throughout this? 
wijK>lc fuit are fplendidly £nilbed> and 

are: 
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are worthy of the apartxxjcnts to which 
they condud:. 

CHAPEL- 

From the libxary we proceed along a 
piazza^ with arcades below, to the Cha- 
pel, iituated in the weftem wing of the 
palace. The coup d'oeil on entering is 
extremely grand, and the impreffion fuch 
as corresponds with th? place* The ftile 
of painting, and the degree of light, are 
both peculiarly happy: the large com- 
partments of fober grey are finely relieved 
by the fiirrounding white ; and the fhade 
of foUage that partially darkens the win- 
dows diffufes an air of copipo:fed folem- 
xiity, unmixed with gloom,! unaccompa^ 
nicd with melancholy. 

The chief ornament, however, is a 
ftateiy Montjment in various marble^ 
to the memory of the firft Dvkc and 
Duchefs, by Rylbrack. They are repre- 
sented with their two Sons who died 
young, as iupported by Fame and His- 
70 RT t th^ft are coloflal figures, and 

E ij being 
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being moft prominent, are the moft 
ftriking in the group. The pen of His- 
tory feems to have traced this infcrip- 
tion on a tablet, which Ihe holds in the 
other hand : 

To the Memory 
Of John Duke of Marlborough and 

his two Sons 

His Duchefs has eredled 

this Monument 

In the Year of Chrift, mdccxxxiii, 

Beneath, is the taking of Marflial 
Tallard, in baflb relievo. 

The altar-piece reprefents our Saviour 
taking down from the Crofs, by Jor- 
daens of Antwerp. 

The gallery for the family is Splen- 
didly hung with crimfon velvet, fringed 
with gold. The cufliions are correfpond- 
ing. Over the chimney' is a curious 
painting on black marble, by Aleffandrdi 
Verofiefe. 



TITIAN ROOM- 

This apartment adjoins the Theatre 

near 
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near the eattance of the Gardens^ and 
is ornamented with a fuperb colle<5lion 
of paintings by Txtian; a magnificent 
prefent from Vidor Amadeus, King of 
Ss^r^inia, to John, Duke of Marlborough, 
. Thefc capital performances of this ce- 
kbtated mafter are now, firft displayed, 
for the fake of amateurs in the painting 
art. They confift of the following fe- 
ries. 

I. Mars and Venus. 

II. CupiD and Psyche. 
HI.. Apoli^o and Daphne. 

IV. Hercules and, Dejanira. 

V. Vulcan and Ceres. 

VI. Bacchus and Ariadne. 
VIL Jupiter, Juno, and lo. 
VIII. Neptune and Amphitrjt^. 



^ CHINA GALLERY*. 

This el^ant fabric, eredled pur- 
pofely for the reception of the luperb 

• * This colle£^ion was formed by Mr, Spalding, and 
preiented by him as an appendant to Blenheim, on con- 
dition that the care and exhibition of it ihould remain 
under his fole dire6lion for the term of his natural life, 

E 3 and 
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doWt&icm ndv/ dejpofitdd hdrc/ (land* 
clofe to the HoM^ LoD(5tE, and is %)a- 
rated from the Park by iron pali&doeis. ' 

It was fitted up this ptcfent year 
175^; and preftrits an additiotial tfttrac-^ 
tiort to the vifitors of Bienhtim, vrho 
delight in the antique^ and turious fpe<^ 
cimens of the poiicelain manufaAure. 

But it is not the connoifleu^ only 
who will be gratified by this difplay ; --^ 
no eye of tafte can fail to receive fatif- 
fadion from the fight of this iplendid 
coUeftion, nor will the arrang*rtient pafs 
unregarded by the moft fuperficial ob- 
ferver: 

The gallery, whofe external figure re- 
prefents a crofs, is dirided into five 
compartments. 

The two reoms at each end are fitted 
up in an odagonal form, and l^hted 
from the top, with the porcelain regu- 
larly arranged on flight pilafters, or fan- 



$!ni thnt it UttonM for ev«r be annexed as an faeiMdom 
to the Maiilborough iFaniiij ; nrAtfk the Duke cfaofe to 
giv& it to ibme Univerfity, piUck Mufeam, dr Corpo* 

r&tton. 
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cifttlly fufpc^ded by bm& hooks agaasft 
the walls. The centre room, whidi oc^ 
cupdtt the ttwiiVede of the croik, is dr^- 
cfuiar^ and has a light in the fotm of a 
<kme in the middle^ and a fmaller one 
on each iide. This apartment is ^articu- 
loAj magnificent. Round the wdk are 
ten panned and twelve pilafters> filled 
with choice ^ecimens ; Bxid at a propel 
idUftance in the area^ are efght pilaifteis 
and fix 0^)^ i^ands, with a pyramiidal 
pagoda in the cen&e> iuppotting many 
piec^ of iingular value or beauty. 

The whole gallery may be fcen at the 
firft entry ; and, from the refledted light, 
the difbribution of parts^ and the iplen^ 
dor of the mlitenals, which are here dis- 
played to the greatefl advantage^ it may 
fiot inaptly be comp^^ to the fanctful 
defcriptiom of enchanted palaces in poe«- 
{y and romance. 

This aifemblage of ancient pcKrcelain 
xx)nfift^ of an immenfe quantity of both 
ufeful and ornamental articleis, in every 
fpecies of that elegant maflufa<fturc, ftom 

E 4 the 
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the cariieft 5 ages till- the art was loft. 
Some ipecimcns exhibit its infant ftate, 
which, according to the Abb^ Raynal, in 
his Hiftory of the Indies, may be rea-- 
fonably fuppoied to be gpoo years ago. 
The remotse antiquity of thefe may be 
inferred from the rudenefs of the ddSgns 
and the imperfedl crackled: appearance of 
the baking. It is long before art can 
be brought to peifedlion. . To glaze and 
bake. in. the high ftile of many pieces in 
this coUcftion, muft require reiterated 
attempts, and the experience of years — 
perhaps of ages. 

Among other varieties are many of 
the choiceft pieces of the old blue, and 
-white, and pale japan brown edge, fo 
much efteemed by the curious. Like- 
wife a numerous aflbrtment of thoie 
very fcarce and valuable forts, the anr 
tique bleu celefte, and deep purple. 

It is impoffible to enter into a minute 
deicription of articles fo various and exr 
tenfive ; but we cannot refrain froi^ 
particularizing a few, and enumerating 

the 
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the principal iburccs from which thcj 
wca:e drawn by the ingenious and indefa- 
tigable Colle<5tor. . 

Among many : other pieces deferving 
attention; are a pair. of fmall bottles^ once 
thft property of Qupen Anne — ^A. large 
japan tea-pot, a prefent from'^Louis XIV, 
to the Duke of Ric^lieu — -Two fmaller 
ones, from the CoUe^lion of the Duke of 
Orleans^ father to Egalite — Some pieces 
from the late Princefs Amelia's Cabinet 
-—Many from the Portland Mufeum, 
and from the celebrated Colle<ftion of 
the Duke d'Aumont at Paris — A iin- 
guiar piece from the Duke of Argyle's 
curiofities in the former reign — Several 
articles from the late Ducheis of King- 
fton*s — from Selima, Counteis of Hunt- 
ingdon's — from M. Calonne's — and M* 
Beaumarchais' CoUeftions. Five orna- 
mental pieces, prefented by a Nabob 
to a Governor of Bengal in the reign of 
William III. poflefs uncommon beauty, 
A large white tea-pot, once in the pof- 
feilion of Oliver Cromwell, will l)e 
deemed ^ curioiity-r^Two pieces of jaf- 

per 
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per China, fomewhat t^bl^mbliitg; (hdUs> 
af e remarkably beautiful and rare, as are 
feveral of that fcarcc fort tailed honeys 
comb. It fliould allb^ be obfefvcd, that 
ibme fpecimens are tihique in their kind.- 

A collateral room adjbitiing the entry 
to the gallery is filled with fcarcc and 
elegant fpecimens f>f Roman and old 
earthen ware, too nuitoerous to mention. 
A delf jar of the latter kind was eti* 
dently fabricated long before the Dutch 
threw <5fF the Spanifh yoke, as appears 
from the drefs of the figures— But one 
of the moft lingular curiofities, is a fin^U 
piece rcprefenting a fifti, which was 
brought from Athens, and is fuppo:fed to 
be coeval with that celebrated republic. 

In this apartment likcwife is a frhall 
fele6t colleftion of the fineft old black 
and gold* wooden japan ;— *and a nume* 
rous and beautiful aflbrtment of old cop- 
per enamels of the black and white kind; 
and alfo in various colours, on lubje6fe 
both facred and profane. 

Thefe flight notices may fufiicc to fliew 
the value and extent of this colleftidn. 

The 



[ 7^ 3 

The curious, arid real amateurs will iatif- 
fy tJierhfelvcs as to its peculiar merits, 

G A k D E K S. 

The gardens or pleasure grounds oc- 
cupy an area of two hundred acres and 
upwards. On part of the north, and the 
eaft fide, they arc furrounded by a fimfc 
fence, which, without breaking the gran- 
deur of the fcene, ferves to feparate the 
parts that compofe it. On the weft fide; 
they make a bold defcent to the lake, 
which falling from a lofty precipice at 
the fouth- weft angle, formed hkewife the 
fouthem boundary, before the recent ad- 
ditions of a confiderable portion of the 
adjoining rale, and of the face of the op- 
pofite hill. Nature, indeed, feems to 
hare placed this fine chain, -which de- 
- fcribes the figure of a bow on the weft 
and fouth of the river, as the only regu- 
lar termination of the pleafiire grounds, 
and the line of demarcation between 
therti and the park. The lofty umbra- 
geous trees which cover its fide and brow 

forni 
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form a noble back ground, and give an 
unity and finilh to the fcene. The fea- 
tures of the vale through vs^hich the river 
winds, from the cafcade as far as the. 
new bridge, entirely correfpond with the 
reft of the piAure. Art might heighten 
them, but Nature could not have been 
more propitious : they invite embellifli- 
ment from the facility with which it 
might be applied. Or may it not be an 
effed of the jufteft tafte, to render the 
traniition from the more ornamental ftile 
of the garden to the firft fhades of the 
ruder majefty of the park ib very imper- 
ceptible, that the eye at a fmall diftance 
cannot determine where the one . com- 
mences and the other ends ? In animate 
nature, the clofc alliance between the laft 
genus of one clafs and the firft of another 
has been ever confidered as an inftauce 
of beauteous defign and harmonious ex- 
ecution ; and why may not the fame bold 
good in inanimate objed:s ! The juft gra- 
dation of tints, and the eafy blending of 
colours, are indiiputably requifite to th? 
compofition of a pgrfed whole ! 

The 
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The ufual entrance into the gardens 
is a little to the left of the eaftern gate 
of Blenheim- The East Front firft 
falutes the view : before it fpreads a 
cheerfiil lawn of an oblong form, extend- 
ing a confiderablc way into the park ; at 
firft fringed with little clumps of ever- 
greens encircled and interfperfed with 
flowers and deciduous flirubs ; then bro- 
ken by a few fcattered trees, which rif- 
ing on different fides of the boundary 
effecftually conceal it ; and afterwards 
lined by flately trees, that throw a finely 
chequered fhade on the verdant fwerd 
below, and ranging in irregular pomp 
preclude flifFnefs from mingling with 
beauty. 

A walk of pebbly gravel of the mofl 
beautiful texture and regularity (which 
however prevails in the pleafure-grounds, 
and blends utility with ornament) wind- 
ing to the eafl between rifing planta- 
tions, and clumps of trees and fhrubs in 
various fhapes, at intervals is opened to 
highly embelliftied lawn ; and fbon taking 
an eafy bend to the fbuth, conducts to a 

Temple, 
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Temple, charged with the follovving 
elegant and loyal infcription on a highly 
poliihed marble tablet : 

DEO MAXIMO CONSERVATORI, 

ER PROVIDENTIJE DIVINiE : 

OB RECUPERATAM GEORGII TERTII, 

EEGIS OPTIMI, PIENTISSIMI SALUTEM, 

HOC MABMOR 

GEORGIirS DUX MARLBlTRlENSIS 

5XPLETO DESIDEKIO, VOTIQUE COMPOS, 

IN ALIQIJOD GRATI ANIMI TESTIMONIUM, 

L^TUS, LUBENSOUE DEDICAVIT. 

ANNO SALUTIS HUMAN-® 

MDCCLXXXIX. 

Over the tablet, is a beautiful medallion 
of his Majefty. — This ftruAure is adorned 
with Corinthian capitals. It emerges 
from a fmall thicket, which backs it and 
determines its iite, and without impoiiug 
the idea of fblitude renders it. iiifficiently 
fequeftered. Before we reach this tCTn- 
pie, the Triumphal Arch and Wood- 
ftock Tower are feen in pleafing pcrfpcc- 
tive. From hence, the fcene gradually 
changes. Inftead of embelliflied lawn, 
we become emboibmed in trees of vene- 
rable 
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rable majefty. The park and gardens 
iccm to unitc^ or their diftindion is loft. 
The trimnefs of the walk, aad the occa- 
ilonal iight of evergreens^ alone difcrimi- 
nate the latter. 

The parts unite, 
JUid flrength of ihade cdatends with ftrengfcb of light. 

Open grove at an agreeable diftance 
on each fide continues for a confiderable 
ipacc. The whole is a delightful Home- 
walk, Iheltered by the winding of its di- 
reAibn from every blaft : pofTeffing iiiflGL- 
cient variety in every part^ with an af- 
peft continually improving, 
. From this pleaiing route, however, we 
9m drawn aiide to the contemplation of 
the JFlower Gakden A diverticle 
from the principal walk, near an oraa* 
mental tripod> inclines to a thick grove 
on the right, m which this elyilan fpot 
is placed. In our progrefs, the tree$ 
form an embowerijag Ihade, — as we en- 
ter, — they range in amphitheatric pride^ 
and prefent a reclining face of foliage 
from the ground to a vaft height above. 

The 
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The iudden burft of fo much beauty 
ftrikes the eye ; the mufick of the ipraj 
delights the ear ; ^^ the ' fragrance re- 
creates the other fenfes : images of tran- 
quil joy fix their faireft impreffions^ on 
the mind ; and if they cannot efface the 
remembrance of ills, they foothe it iiita 
refignation. 

See waving woods their aged arms difpky. 
And quivering fun-beams ilied a partial day : 
Long villas fhooting from the wondering eyes, 
-And bloom perennial pour, unnumbered dyes ! 
See flower-crown'd Flora fpread her lucid train, 
-^nd give to Beauty all the fmiling plain ; 
While fylvan Pan, amid the ihady trees. 
Joins in the concert with the Iwelling breeze. 

This wildernefs of fweets, which oc- 
cupies about an acre, is copied from the 
defign of Madame Pompadour, as dis- 
played in the gardens of VIejisailles. 
The outline is elegant; the execution 
charming; the accompaniments are ju* 
dicious. 

In the centre of varioufly arranged 
bouquets, which the bofom of the earth 
fupports, is an Obelifk of porphyry, fur- 
rounded with four white marble vafes> 

filled 
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fUled with ahnual £oW^H ; ofi tlie mt^ 
is a neat Temple, pnlpertf dedkatsd t& 
Flora ; and durkig the fttftimtr tn^&s, 
evety mtuftice lefc l:^ ^re ttuiikft df th«; 
iiiftounding grovd Is rq)Ieniihed' with 
coi^gte, teiHons^ and othef erotic tf6€^ 
ihrabs, eind pkttiU of the, gr^i^fl: deli- 
cacy ahd the riohdft odottf^ 'O^htch f^k->' 
ing in ii«cui»l pt&gfcffi^fi btfttt the p&t-^ 
manetit tentative tei\S4i, feem alib the 
deniMns (^ die fpot. ■' 

Th«re ate diffet^tft edtle^s tHrtrugh 
^ grove t- but to pl9c«gd iif ifai^ fi^bkt^ 
tour, we' iait($ ilmt ttfcdt <he M^e»^^ 
angle ; and, After h^iklg («fnh(^fiSe^ lA 
tf^ f)^ ii^yir putei)^fc6Ri &pem to . 

the leky fKH: ibofi ih«» i^ch aggravated 

gloom. The trees become ftf thielt «id- 
tnubrdgeoitt, tlM£ the ifttridiftii l6Hii'6Aly 

pkpfs Ml their top$, or |)ilfMeM€d &n ac^ 

ddidntal bf eide. The fWe^f ihidlli!^ t^, 
the dfldt ch«&ut) imd th« iolr^ bee^h, 
-vtftib dy€»greefis bel6W> fcl^ the chSf^f 
prOpdrtiotJ here* All is Ml-^—iVik ib* 

leifMi. The 4miisiR: witb th« ^wvr. 

F garden 
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gfrdw M : "^icry fttiking, with the view 
that &011, opens .extremely :Ca|kivEting. 

Thfi: Palladia^ g^te, or . entrance into 
the. Ki,TCB£N* Gardens^ appears on the 
eaft; and. the eye darts over a cheerful 
l^mdrcape to the fojath. On this iide the 
walls of the kitchcii gardeh^^ iwhich are 
fourteen feet highi,carfc conccakd by ir- 
regular plantations i of laurels .and other 
Ihruhs, thinly fQa^tfered with foreft trees. 
From the gate we trace tiieir vaft extent, . 
clothed with'thiQ choiceft fruit trees ; and 
we behpld ^n .atj^ ,of eight acres, .while 
f<mr 4Bore remam upA^n, fmnifhe4 with . 
evpry, article of cuUnary ufe> or.of ele- 
^nqe in, the d^ert, and replete with 
qv^jy. re(juifite>pp9id^ei/or -forifn^ng it 
tp. fjerfediori* .. , 

/F^iwg into jlfee Homer-walk at thi3; 
place, the deviation from which has been 
p^evioufly ngiepition^d, , we Igon^eixter. the • 
Sheep- Walk, jw^ich is. b'aJf:^^ inile in 
l^i3igth, and; through; its whole, exttot/ 
abc^ilding wf tfe :rural . imagegr. . Fye* ^ 
({i«Q9tly covf rc4:ivith a? flock of more tjaan 

,. .: • a thou* 
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a thouland flieep, all of the moft beau- 
tiful arid valuable, and ibme of the moft 
curious kinds, this ipace, tiiough poffeff- 
ing features of charaScriftic negligence, 
IS' not lefs rich or lefs animated than the 
moft favourite ipots in the ^rdcn. 

The open grove winds away to the 
right, and on this hand we catch a 
gKmpfe of the fouth front d£ the Palace, ' 
which is thrown into variaus peripedive 
as we advance. In other directions wc 
enjoy a piijhireiquc vi^w of fieclcley Hilly 
juft prceping over the interviening heights ;: 
of Witham's lofty woods riling to the 
firfnmit of Botley^ wheije- the trees range 
in ibliiary ftate; and. through the long 
pcrfpeiftive of a rich champaign^ in which 
Ensham Tower forms a very; conlpicu- 
diis bbjciSt when illumined With a uaorn* 
ing;fun, the diftantWHiTEr Ho ase Hills 
are fccn to ekvite themfelvcs into a back- 
grbuhd. Nbr 'are remote. pi^Wres alone 
attradive at this, hour.: thfe deep Ihade 
that darkens the neighbouring village of 
Bladon is finely contraftcd with the le- 
vel be^ms that glance on thq water below. 

F ^ Proceedings 
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Proceeding, in ont place the New 
Bridge a{^ars broke and ruinous' by 
the ^1 of a tree that overhangs the baixk ; 
in another it ihews its arches entire, and 
even ' the lo'iMr vsiible reach of water is 
feen fparkling throu^ ita . bakiilrades r 
&rther, the centre arch alone is percep- 
tible ; and fbmdimes the whole is le^. 
Such is the tffcA of groc^ing and com* 
biningi The lawn is ^nrinkled with 
beautiful groups of trees^: the majeftic 
oak with pendent inclination tx) the 
iitream is the frequent ornament of the 
fldpe* 

About the middle of this walk^ the 
top of Hai^dbphouoh %iire, thou^ 
niore than th;ree miles off^ appears emcrg* 
ing from the bc^bm of die deep wood 
beyond the Itkt ; and ck>fe c»i the nght 
is {ccn the SBEF^BUD'a Cor, a httic 
thatched edifice^ compoibd of the tnsnks 
of trees fancifully arrat^ed^ baicked by a 
dump^ and' &aded by horfb-chefnuts in 
front.. 

Near this^ i|>ot we may pauie to < con<- 
tcmpkte the/ beauties which* the change- 
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ing fcene diipkjra* Nothing am be more 
pkfturcfquc than Rladon when gilded 
with an eveiiing iun: the antique low 
tower^ and here and there the end of a 
building; gjlow with the crim&m of his 
beams^ or the window, partially ihaded 
by intervening trees, refleds them like 
living fire. Claude would have caught 
the tints with .rapture ; he would have 
combined the ol^eds into ^ picBiure i and 
onit$ cffcdl he might have rcftcd the 
immortality of his fame. 

A littic beyond the Shepherd's Cot is 
the Arft' opening of the, Cascade ; and 
for fotoe ipace it fotms a principal at-^ 
traction. The water feems to flow out 
of the deep wood that bounds the head; 
its courie is. totally hid by the. bend, by 
the figure of the banks, and: the efFe<% of 
plantation. Every ftep we defcend. to- 
wards the cafcade the embellifhments 

• 

thicken, the fcene becomes more illuflri- 
gus/ Grroups of acacia> cedar, poplar, 
cheiiiut, and beech, decorate the dccli^ 
vitydown to the river ; and beyond it at 
aproportionate diflance, the back -ground, 

F 3 
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as far as the commehcement of thc/ncvrl 
garden, is adorned with a ■ profufioa of 
hawthorns, fuirrbotinted i?y: noble pendrart 
trees, which, ftretching round as far as 
the eye can reach, tcrmmataih the xieaf 
horizon, . ; .< - . ; 

• But before we fink.:mto. the vale, it 
will not be unpleafmg to. take a retro- 
fpeAive- view of the landfcape we are 
leaving: behind. The lofty Spire of Kid- 
LiNGTON.feems to belong to the park;^ 
the diftant liills, formerly obferved, arc 
caft into difFerent perlpedive; and a new 
and wider range is difplayed, farthefi:hah 
natural viiion can diflinguilh obje<Elsy and 
till the blue hills of Brrcxs clofc vnth 
the bounding iky. Among thefe Ash- 
KiDGE, :the:ibat of theXhike of Bridg- 
water, may. beafcertained'in a clear day. 
- The obelilk of the Fount aijst fodn 
peeps between a little woody ifland. and 
the cafcade; and the grand River, 
which a few paces before was inviiible, 
biarfts at once on the. eye in 1 broad fheety 
without apparent continuity or conncc-^ 
£100;. Before we reach the termination 

^ : of 
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of the ifbeep-tealk^ we Idfe the cafcade on 
thte left 'r ta-it howevei* Wfe at laft de- 
fdeiid bcftweftti clumps^ ^iidjgrouj)s of the 
mbft luxuriant and djelicate trees of va- 
ii0ib diin^,' intermixed' ivith flowers 
and ihrubs of the utmofi fragra^ce^ and 
beauty. The groundfj which at firft is 
higheft on the lefty foon afluxnes a deter- 
mined fuperiority on i the right. It is 
thrpwn into mafles with. a mafterly hand; 
it has received every embellilhment that 
refined tafle can confer on natural beau- 
ty ; and' we enjoy the touch of art with- 
dot waking the idea 'that revolts at its 
di^iay. 



• 1 



.^ Here various trees compofe-a chequcr'd icene, 

^'' Gkjwing -in gsqr iivcrtttes of green 3 

There the>fuU dream ;lhro* intermingling glades^ r 
Shines a broad lake, or falls in loud cafcades. ^ - 

' In the vicinity of the cafcade^ whofc 
fides are finely Ihaded; the water is quite 
lo& above. Even from the bridge that 
fronts it at fifty feet diftance, we only 
fee' the fall without tracing the fupply. 
The chartning reach below appears in 
its nioft varied features frouji this bridge, 

F 4 which 
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iHhtfJh d€)oii9iSU .^« gardens i 4a4 

the Ml ilreft«» 4«vQlv«a 6doi» the ro^ 

acipthfr m fcmmy pride vrttb doafeiuiig 
fQ$tr^ notbifig 4»r b« mere gmtofulto a 
^^t«¥tp}ativ<t mm^ thatt iudi a fcone 
mi fttch a.fituftticm. 

Down the fteep fall devolve the fbatnhig trdes, 
Vnfa^ag T«rdui« clothe tV tfpiii«g w|es. 
Eiyiblfm of life ! whtre wav^s on waives arifc, 
' 'While Hope looks np, and views fercner fkies ; 

Aji4 fell Hope flattcre, as we eye the ftipr^. 

erttQf, tjiough pf njp ve?y gicwt Wtont 
contains many beauties peculiar to itftl^ 
many views of magnificent and aDpro- 
priate fceaqry. yajidiwii;ig tfee «jwie of 
tl» river on the lift, vve ^n ppach 
Newfound Well, a mineral fpring of 
thcii ' eh^yheato kind, faid to pofiHs very 
a^re virtues. . In the frpnt of a dark 
einmp rifes a pedfiftal iiipporting an um^ 
fhd &on\ an aperture in the: fenxier 
gufh^ji the fpring ;. and being received 
intQ an .t^siti^ue bafon, chargsd with nue 
m.etou^ fancy figures, in alto relievo^ 

much 
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much injured, Aowi out near the top by 
the mcmths of two lions, and quickly 
mixes widi the river. Again we have a 
iriew of the new bridge, and of a fer- 
pentine reach of water, embracing the 
ifland, and gliding on with glafl^ fmooth- 
ncfi* The Fount jlin next attra^s our 
notice. ' 

• 

'JTieire RiverrGods rec^in'd at e^Sc explore 
A icene more lovely tlian their native Ihore ; . 
Qon^fy HBSPEitiA bosvft^ DO cbanq^ that vie 
. With tlje bright lan<licapc9 which around them lio. 

It is fituated at the bottom of the 
hill, and forms an objeA not unworthy 
of its place and deflination. In the cen« 
trc of an elegant capaciou3 bafon^ where 
dolpbims feom. to fport, ilands the bafo, 
feo^med of a fpecies of porous ilione^ 
pfirmeablo by the water, and thrown 
together in rude pomp, witlh a cavern 
from t»ft to weft, from which feem to 
ilRie, in a drinking attitude, a Hon and a 
ib^horib, the attributes of Europe and 
Africa. 

On the foui- cx;trcmitiesi of the rock, 
which fiipporta the ohclifk, are four Ri* 

ver- 
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vcr-Gnods, fculptured in white marble; 
with a delicacy and exprcffion not. tp be 
furpajSed. Thefe a^e intended to reprc- 
ient ,the> Danube, tht^ Nile; the La 
Plata:^ and the Gacsges, the four jprin-^ 
jcipal . rivers of the different (juarters of 
the glpbe,' The Dai^vbb reftsthis right 
leg on an oar * — ^The Nile veils his 
head with claffical propriety- — ^The Ame- 
rican River-God lifts up his left hand 
and eyes in furprife, as if firft rtiade 
known to the reft of the world — The 
Asiatic River-God with a placid look 
ftr etches out his hand' to a ferpent crawl- 
ing and a fliell. This laft feems: to be a 
different defign from the original, where 
the Ganges is repreletited as recum- 
bent, -crowned 'with fedge, and a^nidder 
between Tiis. legs, with the palm-tree h&r 
hind. * 

The following arms appear on ' one 
fide of the bafe of the obcliik;— under 
a coronet in a bordurc of lidns and^cai^ 



' * In :th&,Vatican at Rome is an ancient leulptv^ of 
the Tiber in the fame attitude. May not Bernini have 
intended that river initead of ^Danube ? • ^ 

ties 
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tks pcrfalticri^for Caftile and Leoii, two 
baikets and /five. Oa* the oppofite fide, 
in a bordure of fal tiers, under a coronet, 
twd wolves, with lambs in their mouths. 
Above, on the fquare pcdeftal of the 
obeliik, which is of white marble, is the 
fiib&quent infcription in four different 
languages, Latin, Greek, Italian, . and 
Spanifh. 

AD INNOCENTIUM XI. SUMMtJM PONTIFICEM. 

PRO. CAROLO. Hi HISPANIARUM REGE 

EXCELC: D. D, CASPAR: D£. HARO, £T 

qUZMAN. 

MURCHIO. DE. CARPIO. ET HELICHEO ORATOR.' 

ADl TypyjM MOLIS. IN AGONALI FORO ERECTJE^ 

AB EQUITE. BERNINO. OPUS. HOC. EXTRUI. 

jussiT, eoMm. dirigente. qui. interim. 

DUM PERPJCERETUR. DEFUNCTtJS. 

hoc: posthumo. fartu: inexhaustam* 
mentis, foecunditatem clausit. 

anno'd: m: dc: lxxxi. " • 

This fine piece of fculpturc, the laft 
work of Bernini, and a copy from the 
magnificent fountain in the Piazza Na- 
vona. at Rome, was a pieftnt from th^^ 
Spanifh ambaffador at the Papal court to 
the :iirft Duke of Marlbofpjugh. Itj has 

only 
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only been recently ere6):ed ; and dunng 
the many years it lay ue^eAed, it was 
much damaged; and part of its charac-* 
teriftic appendages and adjun6b loft. 
Still however it bears a clofe rcfem- 
blance to the noble original ; proves an 
ornament to the gardens^ and the admi-« 
ration of fpecSators* -* 

From the fountain the path meanders 
up hill. The left is open to the charm- 
ing vale through which the river glides ; 
the right is occaiionally fkaded by groups 
of trees. Almoft ertry ftep prefents a 
new fcenc ; the tranfitions ' are fudden, 
but nevc^^ barftx : even the ftrong con- 
traft between the elegant, fculpture we 
have juft left, and the wild rock feats 
that occupy the brow, gives an addi- 
tional impreflipn to each. Above thefe 
is a noble view into the park: the High 
Lodge, with its iantiq«e battlements 
amidft an amphitheatre of venerable 
trees, is a ftriking obje<ft in the land** 
fcapd. From this fpot we wind to the 
i-ight, and frefti beauties again arreft tho 
attention. To paint erery change of 

fcenery^ 
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fccncrjr that preibnts itfelf in the ipaoc 
of -ah huadri^d yards would be ifppojQi- 
ble : . the impreliion can only be con- 
veyed by the eye; — the happieft ,d©- 
icription would fail. At one point, wc 
have a gUmpie of the river ; at another 
perhaps it is loft ; the turrets of the Pa-* 
kce juft emerge ; an expanfe of wa.ter 
with a foreft line of wood ^aws the 
view ; and, at a £pw .paces diilance, the 
Palace, the river, the two principal 
bridges, axid the fine terrace on the welt 
•of the gardens, all biurft with irrefiftible 
beauty and attra<^ion. At this ipot the 
fiiblinie predominates in a very high de- 
gree i ^and h\^d indeed muft that tafte 
be, which wiU not feel and confeis tho 
energy of the fcei^» When the rifuig 
&n throws its horizontal rays on the 
gilded orbs of Blenheim, the top» of the 
%iC9$> catch his radiance, and the with- 
dracwiti^ ihade lightly floats on the fur- 
&ce of the lake ; naiture does not fur« 
mfb a pi<5iure of more |)nlliancy than 
this. A little ^^rther,. and the interven-^ 
i^g groups allow wily glimpfes j — ^again 

the 
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tlic profpeft opens, the park difplays its 
lylvan honours on the north, and on "the 
eaft the Chiltern hills bouiid the fight. 
At the utmoft extent of vifk>n is Win- 
CHEN DON, formerly the feat of the 
Duke of Wharton, now the property of 
his* Grace of Marlborough: There is 
ibmething grand in the idea : the vaft 
Ipace between is fwallowed up : and 
fancy combining the diftant domains in 
the fame landfcapc, gives a lanftion and 
a Solution to the magnificence around. 

On the right, as we turn down ; to- 
war-ds the ifon*-bridge, ftands rARROTi- 
NO, or, as it is uliially called, the Lis- 
tening Slave, a line caff in bronze, 
from the antique, by BenziI* Defcend- 
irrg to the river, from diftant views the' 
ttanfition becomes inftan^neous to nedr 
ones. The water is feen flowing round 
to the cafcade : the barlk dn the right is 
abrupt and rocky, chieffy' planted with 
fumach ; on the left, it is adorned with 
the faireft riling plantations, which* in a 
fliort time will rendei* the fpot more 
charadleriftically romantic. 

On 
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On the Blenheim \fide erf" "the ; iron- 
bridge. .the . cafcade and its acccmipani- 
m^its ar« wholly loft ; the former can 
only .be iraced -by its murmurs and its 
dafliing. ' The walk now runs along the 
left .of 4he upper river : the lower is 

^ fcarcely perceptible. Even the inferior 
path, hj which we defcend from the 
Iheep'-walk to the cafcade, though only 
a fc)y yards below, is rendered entirely 
diftinift, by trhe figure of the ground; 
and the groups that adorn it. As we 
advance to the. angle of the Iheep-walk, 
the gixHmd becomes gradually more ele- 
vated. iBeyond the broad expanfe of 
water on the left, a iine outline of pen- 
dent Wood ftretches along to an indeter- 
minate length ; oii -the' other hand is 
highly decorated lawn. The TfikRACE 
may be faid to commence at this point ; 
and its captivating charms ire gradually 

^developed as we proceed. From a mo- 
derate elevation above the level of the 
l^ke, it rifes to a bold declivity^ feather- 
ed down to the hrinki with majefHc 
trees, interfpierfed . with jdantations of 

younger 
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jcmnger gi^wth^ gixmp^d and arrartged 
ill the moft enchanting %l€^ whik thct 
^ild fgreft that clothes the oppcri^to bank 
19 rfe^CK^ied in the.cryftal tide below. 
The lake i$ farther enlivened with ya-^ 
nous plffafiire veffels, difpofed in fuch a 
xnanher a& may btil: adorn this illuftrioud 
iotno* Behind is a deHghtiul perfpe^SBve 
of the back*grdund, on the fbuth^w^ ; 
and the cafcade glitters in all it^ gran**^ 
deun 

, As . we approximate the Icrel df tiro 
tei?race> tb^ Ihaft of Clrarchiirs Pillar. 
appeals in ftont aboye the ikrronnding 
trees ; by degrees it dpdns- to its rtry 
baie. The dark groVes in the northern 
part 6f the park b6gin to difplay thMn^ 
lelves ; and couched in the front: oi (fth&p 
the oeldbr^ted Bath of Ro&mdnd 'rba^ 
fee dimly di&emed« The water too af- 
fijlme^ ai variety of figures ; the otitUne 
beconMS more indented ; and k coikte<» 
lal btanith df vtidc^dd extent^ runtxin^ 
up A deep vale frdm thd prizicip&l) ftreaiti> 
withoirt appcarii^ td deifive its fdie' ini^^ 
^rtance ftoxsik it^ hm tike pltiafitig cSis€t 

of 
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of fceming to -augment its current. 
D I T c H L E Y • W6ods form the horizon ; 
thefe fall into the back -ground of the 
fcerie, at d diftance fufficient for great- 
nefs, and without, any digjiin<9ioa of parts. 
. ilere we reach the Ten>ple.of DiAr 
NA, which ftand^ on a {^nunit of the 
decUvity. — ^ We . furvey . the / landfcape 
with rapture — we cqnfefs. th^ ne plus 
.«Zfr^ of pi^tur^que.embellijftwient. This 
temple indeed marks the . happy fpot 
where the affemblage of different at- 
tractions operate with lingular advan- 
tage. All is great — all is executed on a 
fcale of proportionate magnificence ; and 
though every part of the gardens has 
peculiar charms, this terrace — this point 
in particular, as a home view combines 
more than alU and. exhibits ahnoft every 
different excellence of each. 
.The temple itfelf is a.- beautiful ftruc- 
ture, defigned by Sir Williani Chambers ; 
and/its fituatioa coriefponds with that 
on the eafl of the gardens. In the front 
aiQ.^dur- pillars with looia capitals ; and 
qxt the . pediment is thia dedication : 

•' : ' G APTEMIAI. 
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APTEM{AI» 

ArpiAI-lA4I. 

OP££TIAAI. 

" To ih Iom§% rural^ numntam^ MU gu^ Diana'* 

On die tiack widmi, ift a ttfOkxA me- 
dalliony reprefenitiiig in bi^-idKef, Hir- 
»OLVt*Uft <eiRmng a wiontth of flot^trs 
td Diaka; and on tv^ others united 
to this by a feftoon, are the fiMequent 
Teiies from the Hippoly^is of EeaiM-* 
DES, with the anncand elegant En^A^ 
veriion* 

Set ttA fr^fXT»» n{pafef f{ oueu^rtf 
0»^ «X$i «» ^iJ^* «^' «ni^re» 

To thee, bri|^ Godde6» thefe fair flowm I bdn^^ 
A chaplet woven from th' untainted mead, 
TI17 cool fequefterM hauBtt wlieie never jrk 
Shepherd approach'di where the nide hind neV 

heav*d 
Hi* unhalloMr^d axe : nor toiee nor Ibuad ia heafd» 
Save the low mumnnring of the vernal bee. 
The dajF-fpring from alMve the dew diftils 
. (kmal and mM» fiwm tbB ptfie ibneam 
On everf fragrant herb« and favourite flower. 

Hiyned on by the i^lendour of txioie 
eapital dl^e^ we forget to notioe aiw 

other 
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Wft9^l«£lA» bf BfNSl. ft ftaoda im| 
the 0^ a Itttie bcfom.we ^dpro^ch dio 
tmnpk# ami wfiB 4efenrM attaodtuft in a 

A &prt irqr bqumd the tcytnple WiO 
tojoj? nrnoy hriUifflil &eiias in the pajlt ; 
ttd tumiQg mqnd ever, di^ d»cnQing 
Iflsm fadboe the fi>uth ffont o£ the Pa^- 
kcctr fiiii0i tlw tmr of l^ gudeps ivkh 
isapipiifioiis 0f |^ea£ire gdidq0% i^i&d 
to tht h^faeali; and peimanontly fijced by 
tba i^lfiiid0ur of tbe Gottdudiag j^bmery:. 

Tbe i»tef&&ing walks generally tsdse 
frpm tkfi %!ht> bttt ore oevisr ^wanting 
for iiec«Saij odmixumkatfton r they 4;;oiv- 
duA to the principal iubordinate fccnes ; 
^Ismf occupy the ha|>piefl: i^aces* By 
iMovfrng Amc dire6tio9 we are fiire c£ 
flOfiel^g with ii>mc dbjcA i& <mr prognc^ 
to cempeniate ^r the toil; ibme heanly 
hf iievdoped which would odicfwiie lie 
loft ; or £ienes are tiurowli ioto per^MX^ 
turc, isr Ibei^ht^ned by cantiaii:^ in a 
manner diflerenk 6oih itffaat wc cb&PwA 
' QfiDbiie* 

Gz The 
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'' XI^De'^occdfioiml recurrence di&> of the 
garden : chair^ tho plain bench^ or the 
cireular ieat round the trunk of ibme 
umbjs^sous :tree,' 1^ prefenting opportu- 
nities for ireift; prevent the idea of laffi-« 
tudei l.^lFhus^ ^ ini ^ our journey through 
life,. it is ^ not always the aidhial uie of 
the axxommodations we pofleik, that adds 
to 6ur comfort ; it' is tiie refie^tioh that 
we may commands, them in the hour of 
needrand that wa have it in our power 
to gratify the want as fbon as it is felt. 
But.thefe are not fimply objc6b of orna- 
ment or convenience: they generally 
point out fcenes which repofe* may con- 
tmnplate with deKght, and fency com- 
l?ine. into pi<9inc;' . , 

'.Here; a thouiand beauties^ ori^nating 
from-^'defign/ appear fbrtuitotis - to the 
eye; Though . traverfing a garden where 
tafte has exhaiified its ik'dl^ w^ incef- 
fimtly indulge the-, idea of .being . only 
Gcmtempladajg the natural oharms of the 
country, and tracing delights. of rich va-^ 
nety and Tuilimited extent. . 

In this tour, indeed, we have omitted 

• > m^ny 
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many circumftances which in an inferior 
place would hare- tlaiined * deferved re- 
gard. H^re littlenels i^ ablbrbed iix gr^n- 
deur, ,ana prettinefs in magnificence. 
This marts the preyailmg charafter; and 
&ould it ever- in the' mlnuteft mftance, 
be facrificed to its opjpbiite, Blenheim 
will lofe that iprincipal beauty — confift- 
eiicy, though it may borrow the faireft 
flowers from the garlan4 of" novelty. Of 
this there is no danger ; while the fame 
tafte that has fo ably planned, fb nobly 
prefides, et Ionium Jit y iKi^ place will not 
only maintain its acknowledged fuperib- 
rity, but rife ftill higher in the fcale of 
public eflimatioh. 



G 3 RIVER. 
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RI VEK*.: 

l!^il^ Hivcr, wluch covers ihe wIk^ 
extent of a :Q>acious valle/j bendiiig Iti 
the happidi: mle^ and afibrding the xno^ 
grotuife variety of pi^re^ue features in 
the iiiblimq^ the beautiful^ an^ the tiwi- 
^u3> ivheil viewed with its accompani- 
ments^ is ini^^utabiy the itiofi: iiiperb 
piece t)f artificial wateif in this kingdom. 
it is chieily &y|>lie(i % the Gj;«ym£^ 
if^hicli ititl, in 4i ^eat meaiure» retains 
its original i£redioti^ its thannd hdiig 
4xxpailde4 rather than. altered; to lavdur- 
able has l^ature betn to the <^rations 
of art I 

It enters the park in the vale which 
jeparates Old from New Woodflock, 
flowing \mder a belt of riiiing planta- 



* If the words river and lake are ibiiietimes applied 
to the fame thing, it is hoped the reader will not impute 
this to ignorance or error : the water at Blenheim par- 
takes of the nature of hoth^ it is a River» becaufe it 
has a progreffive motion \ it is alio a Lake, becaufe it 
fpreads far beyond its original chaimel. Thus untttng 
the diftingniihing beauties and charamriftics of each» it 
rifts t6 the pre-eminence of fiiblimitj in kind* 

tions. 



C »9 3 

tbns> azid iflying to light fay a bridge of 
fcvcn arches, the imiiuteiie& and multi- 
plicity of which have been thought to 
> derogate from grandeur, though the 
whole is well adapted to give the idea 
of continuity* In other \iews^ a thick 
giove, and beautiful groups of Lom^ 
bardy poplars, and other trees that love 
the fbreams, by concealing the fbifrce 
promote the fame deiiraUe efTe^S:. The 
banks at firft are low : on one iide they 
ibon become bold and winding ; on the 
other, they have little elevation, but are 
haj^ily varied* 

The river quickly ipreading to a great 
cxpanie, ftretches towards Qusen Pool^^ 
where it fqrms a fmall creeks chiefly loft 
in tree; ; then taking a determined 
CDurfe, it ieems to ieek the oppofitc 
ih<H:e, in its {^ogreis flowing round 
Queen £lizab£Th*s Islai^p f , a vao^ 
delightful ipot, clothed with trees and 
Ihrubs of the utmofl: beauty and variety^ 

* So cdled from PhilipfMi, Queen of Edward III. 
t Hiis is fMLft of the ancient omlcivay leading to the 
royal palace. i 

G 4 which 
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which 'conne?l -the flips' on the 'befits; 
alid' fbori becoftiifig eiAb^j^ the left> 

it -s^nysrciund tb thte 'gfatid 'bridge,' har-? 
fotving a§ it -advances to ah adeqiikte 

breadth. - - > • 

^^Ftorn tKe^ bridge a boft. eapital'ex- 
'panfe of wafer -again batches the eye ; 
knexpaiifetinri Vailed by'the finefl: Eng- 
Kfll" river'*, -unmixed -with the fea ; arid 
which, ' waflimg the remote banks," va- 
ries with their dire(9tk)h t makes a long 
divcrfion up a *vaic that forms a right 
angle with its bed, and affords the re- 
prefentation of a collateral ftream ; then 
rolling a feeniingly enlarged volume, it 
winds round, and walhes the foot of the 
declivity, on 'which part of the gardens 
lie ; • and on the other fide it is bounded 
by a hill, feathered down with a ri6ble 
wood to the water*s edge, and frequently 
reflefted on its Surface. 



* Brown, who fnperinlended the early iin|)rovements 
here, in his ufual confequential manner, has been heard 
to boaft, " That the Thames would never forgive him 
for what he had. done at Blenheim.".. Had he lived to 
the preient tinTe,.'he would have been fenfible how much 
his mofl finiihed labours may be furpafled. 

• Preferving 
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^ PrcfeiVing one * gfeneral 'Unvarying di^ 
reAion fof a confiderable letigth, it gra*- 
dually narrows; and viewed' from' the 
•gi-arid bridge ' appeals lanfd-locked ah& 
embayed. Sewral pfeaiiirc yeflels of 
various conftniaion riding at anchor, 
fwans failing in confcious^ pride, and 
other aquatic fowl indigenous as well as 
exotic, exercifing their native' propenfir 
ties, unite to enliven the watery fci^n^. 
When tranquil,' the refleded arid revert- 
ed images in the ftream prefent a pic- 
ture, which^ fancy contemplates with 
mild delight; when agitated with winds, 
its rippling bofbm and wavy dalh are 
lively embkms of the iea, to which it 
then bears fbme rcfemblance. 

At the point where it- appears em- 
bayed, it pafles under a light iron bridge, 
fimplc and unadorned, and charafteriftit 
of its deftination ; and making a pretty 
fudden bend, it tumbles down a barridr 
of mafiy rocks, with a force equal to- its 
copioufnefs, and with a fall of eighteen 
feet. Above this cafeade ate an hundred 

and 



and fifty acres of water : below it is a 
continuation of an hundred more. 

Recovering its levd^ it flowsf with a 
Terpentine fweep through an expanded 
vale^ embelliflied with a^ ^w |p?oups of 
the nioft flouriihing yoimg plantation; 
and ^t an agreeable difb^fice ibc^tches af)* 
other face of the hill ahppady m9iitt<ined 
s^ a boundary^ covered with trees wh6& 
peiidency and age render th^n ^t oqce 
l^diirefque and venerable ; but thou^ 
in this reach the river admits an 0V9I 
Woody iileti its channel becomes now 
if)ore contriuSbed thm before ; Bfusi its 
itile partakes rather of the beautifid tbap 
thd fuUime. Reaching the new bridge* 
a very elegant ftruf(33Ure> it inclines with 
the courie of the vale, and touching 
near jBSbdon, make^ a deter jnined b^nd 
to the right. The banks <hi both iidcs 
At this point are fwellip^ lawn with lit- 
tle clun^ps connei^ed by iingle tree^> 
^fpofed without th^ kail iheyv of in- 
t^^on. 

JFrpm hence the rivor takes a variety 

of 
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of cb*rmmg turns, chiefly with a ftrong 
iaclkiation to the! rights doubling as it 
were on itfdf, wid circumlcribiag the 
<ttid of the hill wfaidi accom]panies it the 
gteatefl: part of its courfe. In amc place» 
a fine Iheet <^ water fpreads before the 
€jey and invites progreis by its apparent 
continmty; in anodier^ the trees feem 
to ombay it, and we advance a oonfider* 
able way before we Can detc<ft the de* 
caption. 

From the firft determined Iweep near 
Bladon^ a gravel walk on the left §oU 
lows the diredicm of th^ river* Thb 
walk is bounded on one iide by a belt 
of thick plantation ; on the other^ a ibw 
ibattered trees range with the ilteam* 
Beyond the river we are duarmed with 
all the <£verfity of pleafing iccnery : «, 
^hmU g^ove firft prefents itfiblf iclofe to 
the verge of the tide; a low krtgubir 
trees ncx.t fiicceed ; ibmetimos a clump 
{]^anted at the tetminattoti d a .teach# 
Jby advancing to the belt on the oppofite 
fiiofe, appears to landlodk the ilre^tn ; 
tiiea. again yvt are delighted with ope^ 

law 
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kwn ^ and diverfified- laiidfcape- At laS>, 
the riyet' precipitates itfdf down a flecp 
cafcade,' and at the fame inftaht fells into 
thft EvENiJ^ODE, wbicfe gliding in an op- 
pofite idif edlon through' verdant meads, 
•winds iinderthq pa^k to receive the tri- 
butary Glyme. -The united rivers fornci- 
ing a woody ifland immediately after 
their jun^ion, meander through a con- 
tinuation -^f meads, and difpenfe bqauty 
and fertility as they flow. 

The- efFe6t occafioned by two fivers 
battening to meet each other, and then 
bending almoft at right angles with their 
former courfe, is as pleafing as it is An- 
gular and romantic. No aukward ter- 
mination ii here to be traced -, no dif^ 
gufting difplay of art to heighten the 
fcene : - tafte unfolds the beauties of Na^^ 
ture with ' a delicate • touch, and Art is 
only the handmaid' to her charms. 

So many circumftances lend their aid 
to cmbelliih this fpot and its vicinity, 
that we fcrupie not to:pronounce it one 
of the moft delightful in. the precindls of 
Blenheim .• but it retires from the- view, 

and 
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and its unobtrufivc charms are therefore 
feldom fecn. While fcfencs lefs captivat- 
ing force attention by a bold dilplay, 
thefe, lite modeftyi Ihun the pnbfic eye, 
and are' only vifited by the difccrning 
few. May we not add, fuck is the fate 
of unaiTuming merit ;. its lovely qualities 
are pnly cafuaUy noticed, . and th^e im- 
prdQlion they make is. often too.evanef- 
eent to avail thenct, 

I To return — the water at Blenheim, 
as. .5^, very elegant writer * oWerves, " in 
":fl^,,fQim, and ftile, is equal to the 
<^ m^jefty of the fcenq ; and is defignqd 
V tn;the fpirit, is executed with the li* 
*' berality of the original donation, when 
*^ this . refidence of a mighty monarch 
*' was »beftowed by a great people, as a 
*' munificent reward on the hero who 
^^ h^d defcrved beft of his; country/' 



•^ Wheatley. on Mixlern Gardcuing. 
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PARK. 

THE Park:^ which iir¥kr the ^uf^ccs 
o£ the prefent Duke has rec^ved ev^iy 
poffifak improvement^. 

Pkim'a )»^ Wft Uitlt, and pbolBd faj Ui hanit 

IS one continued galszj of diarmiiig pio- 
ipe^^ asnd agreeably dtreriified feenes. 
Its circumference is upwards of tw^hm 
miles; its area about two thou&nd ieven 
hundred aeres, routid which arc fh« nioA: 
enchanting lides^ c^fly ihaded towards 
the boundary with a deep belt of viuious 
trecs^ evergreens^ and deciduous (hrubs^ 
who(e minted foliage eriiibk the diSc* 
rent gradaticms of tints from the moft 
£iint to the moik obfuicated green ; 
while others of correfponding figiftre and 
growth on the park fide, ibmetimea 
range with the former^ and fometimes 
breaking into groups, with large inters 
ftices between, relieve the taedium of 
continued uniformity, and open the mod 
brilliant profpei^. Indeed the effedb of 
poliihed tafle and the fublime in deilgn 

arc 



are fio where tt^orc perceptib}e than in 
the bouridlcfs views which at intervals 
preient themfilves ; the limits of the 
park being in gencrsd quite concealed; 
and the whole fiunouadli^ cxmntrf, va- 
ried with hilb, and vales, fpires^ towers^ 
and villas, appearing as one wide extended 
landicape. hx the internal part new im- 
provements are ooi^tiniially ad<^iting/ and 
new plantations rifmg, wherever they 
can contribute to the beauty or the luxu- 
riance of the fcene. 

■ ' Wc ftce Hk poor ax^ dotliVly tlie hxmgTj foS^ 
Heshli to hltoMf, and to his children bread 
The Mbourer beara . - ■■ 

The uiiial Ridb round the park for 
t)Cca{iond Tifitors includes a circumfe* 
tence of rather more than three miies^ 
defcritmig a wide circle round the palace 
And gardens, wiiidi are cafually and ad« 
vantageoufly ieen through glades in the 
|»ogre{s *, and ediibiting many magnifi- 

* This Ride has ever been conlidered as the firft of 
natural charms that Blenheim iupplies, and as the coup 
d^asil and compefhdinm of aU the im j and as it may be 
taken in a carriage or on horfeback, it is neither aocom- 
janied with fistigue <xr delaj. It may be taken too in 
/any weather. 

cent 
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cent pidfeires over the park asStA country 
round. 

Elyfiart Icenes ! by noble Spen'ceh lov'd, 
• Whofe .taile completies what Nature had approv'd. 
By him, yon groves the ruflet flopes adorn. 
That catch the golden iiiigt of early mom j 
By him, the.blodbm'd ilmibx. the blfik>ming flower, - 
From blended fweets reviving incenie pour j 
- ' ' By him the cry^l lake is taught to tix^y, 
Where yielding vallies point a ready way ^ 
By him the rough cafcade, with deafening roar. 
To liquid elements defcribes a ihore -, 
While winds the whiten*d wave through flow'ry 

meads, 
And filver^fwans dilport anwng the reed5# 
Illuilrious Name ! to every virtue dear, 
Whom all the good mull love, the bad revere : 
Unwarp'd by grandeur's foft, fedu6y ve lure. 
And arm'd by reafon, froni her arts fecure ; 
For once, from wild caprice, kind Fortune free. 
Showers down her choiceft gifts, jjnblarti'd, on thee. 

To enumerate every beauty conlpi- 
cuous in this tour would be to delineate 
all that is • charming in natural objcfts ; 
and in fbme inftances would occafion a 
repetition of circumftances already re- 
anarked. A detail muft not therefore 
be expefted. Let it however be obferv- 
ed, that at Blenheim, the y^rw^ ornee is 
combined with the magnificent park *. 

* The Pheasantry, fituated on a rifing ground near 
the lower Calcade, is one of the moll fupert) eflabliih- 

ments 



[ ^^9 1 

la one quarter, the eye is delighted with 
the fight of waving corn, in another 
with green pad<k)cks that invite the 
fcythe : here a building dedicated to 
agricultui'ai purpofes, or raifed for the 
accommodation of the neceffary ofiicers, 
juft peeps through the deep Ihade of 
jftirrounding trees ; there die team rat- 
tles down the Hope abrupt. On one 
fide appears a herd of deer, on another 
a flock of (heep, and fon^etimes animals 
native and foreign graze in focial peace. 
All is a pixfture of rural life in its moft 
agreeable colours, in its happieft avoca- 
tions : it presents cheerful adivity, or 
tranquil repofe -^Arcadian fcenes diveft- 
ed of fable, and real wealth w^ithout 
glitter. 

Among the many captivating views 
which every ipedator of tafte will re- 
cognize in his RIDE, thofe from the 
High Lodge and the Obelisk may 

ments of the kind in this country. The variety and 
beauty of thefe birds prefent an obje6l that cannot fail 
to pjeaie. B»t though fomc of the more curioua kinds 
are kept here, they Itock the park and the adjoining 
woods in prodigious numbers. 

H be 
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be particularized. The High Lodge 
was once the relidence of the witty, 
but immoral Wilmot E^rl of Rochefter, 
and the place where he died. Let thofe, 
who have copied his profligacy, refleft 
on his remorle, and refolve. to imitate 
his repentance ! From hence the pro- 
Ipeft is not only one of the moft exten- 
live, but alfo one of the moft captivat- 
ing in Great Britain : it includes, among 
a variety of other capital and pidlurefque 
objefts, a beautiful view of the Univer- 
fity of Oxford. 

Oxonxa's fanes, of every art the feat, 
Of every Mufe the lov*d, the bleil retreat. 
O may fair Science in thefe precinfts fmile, 
And ihed her lullre o er this happy ifle : 
To guard the laws, religion's flame maintain. 
Still may worth ifTue from her foft'ring reign ! 

From the Obelisk or Pillar, the 
Palace, the River, and the Gardens are 
feen in their beft peripeftive, and the 
idea of grandeur they excite will con- 
vert admiration into aftonifhment. Nor 
will the Obelisk itfelf pafs without 
obfervation : it is raifed to the memory 
of the hero of modern times; before 

w^hofe 
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whofe tranfceitdent fervices the little 
merits of other warriors are loft. 

Immortal Chief ! of Albion's^ ifle the pride, 
By martial deeds to greateft names ally'd : 
Renown d for valour, as for niercjr lov*d, 
The higfaefl: pitch of human blifs you proVd ; 
Gain*d the fair .meed without the confciQus flain, 
And wore the laurel, unalloyed with pain. 
Unlike thofe pefts which fought for fame alone. 
To flave a nation, or to mount a throne 5 
You drew the fword; the injur'd to defend, 
. . To aid the he]pieis,rand the proud to bend. 

Be this ypur fame 1 — nor could the favouring Nine 
Grace with a praife, more noble, more divine. 

The ftatue, of this great man, which 
crowns the column, is defigned in a Ro- . 
man dreis : at his feet are two eagles : 
in the left hand is the general's baton ; 
in the right, a figure of Victory ele- 
vated. On three fides of the pedcflial 
are inlcribed the A&s of th6 Britilh Par- 
liament in his favour, and the entail of 
his honours and eftates on the defend- 
ants of his daughters, by which they 
centre in the prefent illuftrious family : 
on the fide facing Blenheim, his charac- 
ter is thus delineated, and his exploits' 
recorded, as is fuppofed, by the maftcrly 
pen of Lord Bolingbroke : 

Ha Thr 
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The CzStt of Blei^keuik was^ founded by Queen Ajnrt^ 

In the fourth year of her Reign> 

In the* Yeaf of the Chriftmn iEra 

One Thoufand Seven Hifndjrcd. and Five. 

A Monument defij;ned tp perpetuate the Memory of the 

Signal Vi&pvy 

• Obtatnfid over the Ftvacb and Bamanam, 

Near the Village of Bi«%nh£fm, 

On the Banks of the t)anubey 

3y' JoHW Duke of MARi,BoaouGH, 

The Hero not only of hii Na^tio^ hut of hM A&^r 

Whofe Glory was tquil tn the.Conk^ and iti the Field; 

. Who by Wiidom^ Jttfticc, Candour, and Addreft, 

Keconcikd various, and even oppofite Interefb; 

acquired an Influence 

Which nci Rank, no Authority, can give, 

Nor anyiFfiire^ but that of iuperior Virtue i 

. Became the lixed, important Centre^ 

"Which united, in one common Canfe, 

The principal States of Europe 3. 

Who, by militaiy Knowledge^ and irrefiftible Valodr, 

Jn a long Series of nnintermptcd Tskimphs, 

Broke the Power of FrjlI^ ci^ 

When raifed the highefl, when exerted the moll : 

Refcued tbfe Empire from Defolation ; 

Aflerted, and confirmed the Liberties of Europe^ 

" PHILIP, a Gmndfon of the Honfe of 
FRANCE, lanitcd to the Intereft, dipeiSted 
by the^ Policy, fupported by the. Arms of 
" that Crow^, \y^ placed m the Tlirone oi 
'^ Spain. King WILLIAM III. beheld this 

" formida- 
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^ formidable Union of two Great, and once 
'•"Rival Monarchies. At the end of a Life 
•« fpent in defending the Liberties of EU- 
** ROPE, He few them in their greateft 
^* Danger. He provided for their fecurity in 
^ the moft eifcftnal' manner. He took the 
** Duke of Marlborough into his Service. 

" A^Eihaf ador Sxtmordtnatiy and Plenipatentiaty 
** To tha States Grenexai of the VniUdFrovbiceB, 

** The Duke contracted feveral Alliance^ 
** before the Death of King William. He 
^* confirmed and improved Thefe, He con- 
*** trafted others, after the Acceffion of Queen 
" ANNE ; and re-united the Confederacy, 
^* which had been diffolved at the End of 
*• a former War, in a ftrifter and firmer 
** League. 

'' Captain General aad CQmmander in Chief 
•* Of the Forces of Great Britain, 

«« The Duke led to the Field the Army of 
*' the Allies. He took with furprifiDg rapi- 
"dity VENLO, RUREMONDE, STE- 
« VENSWAERT, LIEGE. He extended 
" and fecured the Frontier^ of the Dutch. 
*' The Enemies, whom he fovind infulting at 
« the Gates of NIMEGHEN, were driven 
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" to feek for ihelter behind their Lines. He 
" forced, BONNE, HUY, LIMBOURG, 
"in another .Campaign. He opened the 
" Communication of the RHINE, as well 
« as the MAES. He added all the Country 
" between thefe Rivers to his former Con* 
" quefts. 

«« The Arms of FRANCE, favoured by 
" the rtefedion of the Eleftor of BAVA- 
" RIA, had penetrated into tlie Heart of 
«' the EMPIRE. This mighty Body lay -ex- 
** pofed to immediate ruin. In that memo- 
" rable Crifis, the Duke of MAR LB O- 
" ROUGH led his Troops with imexam- 
'* pled Celerity, Secrecy, Order, from the 
" OCEAN to the DANUBE. He faw. He 
" attacked, nor flopped, but to conquer the 
«* Enemy. He forced the ' BAVARIANS, 
« fuftained by the FRENCH, in their 
"ftrong Entrenchments at SCHELLEN- 
« BERG. He paffed the DANUBE. A 
" fecond Royal Army, compofed of the befit 
« Ttoops of FRANCE, was fent to rein- 
■ " force the firfl. That of the Confederates 
*• was divided. With one part of it the Siege 
f« of INGOLDSTADT was carried on : 
■ ** with the other, the Duke gave Battle to 
*' the united Strength of FRANCE and B A- 

« VARIA. 
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« VARIA. On the fecond day of Auguft, 
*« one thoafand feven hundred and four, He 
<* gained a more glorious Vidtorj^ than the 
** Hiftories of any Age can boaft. The heaps 
^\ of flain were dreadful Proofs of his Va- 
« lour : A Marlhall of FRANCE, whole 
." Legions of FRENCH, his Prifoners, pro- 
« claimed his Mercy. BAVARIA was fub- 
^^ dued. RATISBON, AUSBOURG,ULM, 
<* MEMINGHEN, all the Ufurpations of 
" the Enemy were reftored. From the DA- 
^* NUBE the Duke turned his vidtorious 
« Arras towards the RHINE and the 
" MOSELLE. LANDAU, TREVES, 
^^TRAERBACH were taken. In the 
** Courfe of one Campaign the very Na- 
" ture of the War was changed. The In- 
" vaders of other States were reduced to de- 
^* fend their own. The Frontier of FRANCE 
<* was expofed in its weakeft Part to the Ef- 
*^ forts of the Allies. 

" That He might improve this Advan- 
" tage, that He might pufh the Sum of 
** Things to a fpeedy Decifion, the Duke of 
^* MARLBOROUGH led his Troops early 
** in the following Year once more to the 

MOSELLE. They whom He had faved 
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" a h\^ Months bcforc, nc^efted to fedond 
" him now. They who might have been His 
" Companipns in Conqueft, refufed to jom 
** him. When He faw the generom Defigns 
" He had formed fruftrated by private In-? 
" tereft, by Pique, by Jcaloufy, He returned 
" with Speed to the MAES. He returned, 
" and Fortune and Vidory retunsed with 
" Him. LIEGE ms relieved : HUY re^ 
" taken. The FRENCH, who had preffed 
« t!he Army of the STATES GENERAL 
^* with fuperior Numbers, retired behind Inv 
** trenchments which they deemed impreg^ 
" nahle. The Duke forced thefe Intrench^ 
^< meats, with rnconfiderable Lofs, on the ie^ 
<* venth Day of July, 1705. He defeated a 
great Part of the Army which defended 
them. The reft efcapcd by a precipitate 
Retreat* If Advantages proportionable to 
•* this Succels were not immediately obtain^- 
" ed^ let the Failure be afcribed to that 
** Misfortune which attends moft Confedera-^ 
" cies, a Divifion of Opinions where one 
" alone fliould judge, a Divilion of Powers 
** where one jdone (hould command. The 
** Difappointment itfelf did Honour to the 
♦* Duke. It became th^ Wonder of Manv 

*« kind; 



at 



[ "7 ] 

♦* kind, how he could do fo much under 
<' thofe Reftraints which had hindered him 
" fijom doing more, 

" Powers more abfolute were given him 
^ afterwards. The Encreafe of his Powers 
^* multiplied his Vidtoties. At the opening 
«• of the next Campaign, when all his Army 
" was not yet aflembled, when it was hardly 
** known that he had taken the Field, the 
^* Noife of his Triumphs was heard over 
** EUROPE. On the twelfth day of Ma)^ 
^' one thoufand feven hundred and fix, he 
" attacked the French at RAMELLIES. 

In the Space of two Hours their whole 

Army was put to Flight. The Vigour and 
" Condud: with which he improved the Suc- 
^^ cefs were equal to thofe with which he gained 
** it. LOU VAIN, BRUSSELS, MALINES, 
"LIERE, GHENT, OUDENARDE, 
" ANTWERP, DAMME, BRUGES, 
« COURTRAY furrendered. OSTEND^ 
"MENIN, DENDERMOND, AETH^ 
^ were taken. BRABANT and FLAN- 
** DERS were recovered. Places which had 
" refiftcd the greateft Generals for Months^ • 
" for Years ; Provinces difputed for Ages, 
'« wel^ the Conquefts of a Summer. 

^* Kpr was the Duke content to triumph 

" alone. 
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*^ alone. Solicitous for the general Intereft, 
** his Care extended to the remoteft Scenes 
" of the War. He chofe to leflen his own 
^* Army, that he might enable the Leaders 
** of other Armies to conquer. To this muft 
** be afcribed, that TURIN was relieved, the 
** Duke of Savoy reinftated, the FRENCH 
« driven with ConfufiOn but of ITALY. 

" Thefe Vidtories gave the Confederates 

an Opportunity of (Carrying the War on 
•* every fide into the Dominions of FRANCE. 

But Ihie continued to enjoy a Kind of peace- 
"ful Neutrality in GERMANY. From 
" ITALY, fhe was once alarmed, and had 
<* no more to fear. The entire Redudlion 
** of this Power, whofe Ambition had caufcd, 
" whofe Strength fupported the War, feemed 
** referved to him alone, who had {o trium- 
" phantly begun the glorious Work. 

« The Barrier of FRANCE on the Side 
« of the LOW COUNTRIES, had been 
"forming for more than half a Century. 
" What Art, Power, Expence could do, had 
*^ been done, to render it impenetrable. Yet 
* ** here Ihe was moft expofed : for here the 
" Duke of MARLBOROUGH threatened 
" to attack her. , ' ' 

** To cover what they had gained by Sur- 

" prUe,. 
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** prife, or had been yielded to them by 

" Treachery, the FRENCH marched to the 

« Banks of the SCHELDE. At their Head 

^' were the Princes of the Blood, and their 

^' moft fortxinate General the Duke of VEN- 

" DOME. Thus commanded, thus pofted, 

*' they hoped to check the Victor in his 

.** Courfe. Vain were their Hopes. The 

*' Duke of MARLBOROUGH pafled the 

*' River in their Sight. He defeated their 

"whole Army* The Approach of Night 

" concealed, the Proximity, of GHENT fe- 

** voured their Flight. They neglefted no- 

" thing to repair their Lofs, to defend their 

** Frontier. New Generals, new Armies ap- 

« peered in the NETHERLANDS. All 

" contributed to enhance the Glory, none 

^* were able to retard the Progrefs of the 

** Confederate Armies. 

" LISLE, the Bulwark of this Barrier, 
" was befieged. A numerous Garrifon, and 
« a Marlhal of FRANCE defended the 
« Place. Prince EUGENE of SAVOY 
« commanded, the Duke of MARLBO- 
" ROUGH covered and fuftained the Siege. 
" The Rivers were feized, and the Communi- 
*« cation with HOLLAND interrupted. The 
** Duke opened new Communications with 

*« great 



^*- great Labour, and grciAer Art* Ttropgh 
«« Countries ove?-ruii by the Enemy, the 
^« neceflary Convoys arrived in Safety* One 
'^ alone was attacked. Tbc Troops which 
•* attacked it were beat. The Defence ctf 
•• LISLE was animated by Afltirances of 
« Relief. The FRENCH affembkd all their 
^^ Force. They marched towards the Town. 
'* The Duke of MARLBOROUGH offered 
<* them Battle, without fufpcnding the Siege. 
'* They abandoned theEnterpiife. They came 
" to fave the Town : they were Spedators of 
« its Fall. 

" From this Gonqueft the Duke haftened 
^ to others. 

" The P6fts taken by. the Enemy on the 
« SCHELDE were furprifed. That Rivet 
" was paffed the fecond Time, and notwith- 
" {landing the great Preparations made ti> 
"prevent it, without Oppofition. BRUS- 
'' SELS; befieged by the Eledor of B AVA- 
" RIA» was relieved. GHENT furrendered 
*^ to the Duke in the Middle of a Winter 
•* remarkably fevcre. An Army, little infe- 
" rior to his own, marched out of the Place. 

** As foon as the Seafon of the Y^ar per- 
" mitted him to open another Campaign^ 
»« the Duke befieged and took TOURNAY. 

^' He 
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« He inv«aed MONS. Near this City, the 
« FRENCH Army, covered by thick Woods, 
** defended by treble Entrenchments, waited 
^< to moleft, nor prefumed to offer Battle. 
♦* Even this was not; attempted by them with 
f* Impunity. On the laft day of Auguft, one 
" thoufand feven hundred and nine,lhe Dufcc 
** attacked them in their Camp* All was 
^* employed^ nothing availed againft the Re- 
** folution of fuch a General, againft the 
** Fury of fuch Troops, The Battle was 
** bloody : the Event decifivc. The Woods 
** were pierced : the Fortifications trampled 
** down* The Enemy fled. The Town was 
** taken. 

« DOWAY, BETHUNE, AIRE, St. 
*^ VENANT. BOUCHAIN underwent the 
<* fame Fate in two fucceeding Years. Their 
^* vigorous Refiftance could not fave them, 
<' The Army of FRANCE durft not at- 
tempt to relieve them. It , feemed pre- 
ferred to defend the Capital of the Mo- 
narchy. 

^ The Profpeft of this extreme Kftreft 
** was neither diftant nor dubious. The 
« FRENCH acknowledged their Conqueror, 
" and fued for Peace. 

Thcfc 
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Tfcefe are the Aaions of the Dokc of M ARLB0R0U6&^ * 

Performed in tfie Compafs pf a few Years, 
Sufficient to adorn the Annals of Ages* 
- The Admiration of other Nations 
Will be conveyed to lateft Pofterity, 
In the Hiftorics even of the Enemies of BRITAIN. 
The Saife which the BRITISH Nation had ~ 
Of his tranfcendent Merit, 
was cxprefled 
In the mod folemn, moft effetbial, moft durable Manner. . . 
The Aas of PARLIAMENT mfcribed on this Pillar, 
Shall ftand as long as the BRITISH Name and Language la(^, 

IlluilTious Monuments 
Of MARLBOROUGH'S Glory, 

and . . 

Of BRITAIN'S Gratitude. 



Rows of ftately trees defcribe a cres- 
cent on the eaft and weft of this co- 
himn ; but foon converging behind to a 
moderate breadth, and breaking into 
groups and clumps of different forms 
and magnitudes, they form a charming 
vifta to an almoft undetermined length*. 
Through this vifta formerly lay the road 
conducing to the grand approach ; a 
ftraight reach of more than two miles, 
without much diverfity in the objefts,' 
and with too great formality to pleafe. 

It 
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It now takes a happier difeAion along 
the. edge of the lake to Queen Pool, 
then enters a low bottom with noble 
fteeps in diftind: maffes, the fides of 
which are adorned with pendent groves 
and clumps of different growths j and 
flowly gaining the level, at laft termi- 
nates in the parallel of the palace and 
pillar ; reaching the iame point with the 
undeviating vifta> wjt^ich in its prefent 
application is a real embelliihment. 

The ancient Roman road^ generally 
known by the appellation of Ak em an 
Street, croffes the vifta from eaft to 
weft ; and may be diftindtly traced near 
the north lodge. Where the Akeman 
has been broken up, its materials appear 
to have been an immenfe congeftion of 
rubble and ftones, j[iich as the vicinity 
fupplied. Its ridge in many places is 
ftill entire, and exhibits a proof of the 
perfevering induftry, the indefatigable 
pains, and the public j[pirit of the Ro- 
man colonifts. At a fmall diftance be- 
yond the park, and a little to the right 
of the Akeman, in the parilh of Stones- 

FIEl-D, 



FIELD, a teflellated pavement * was dii^ 
covered in 1 7 1 1 , which was then gene- 
rally j[uppafed to be nothing morc than 
the fite of a Roman general's tent. In 
^779f ^car the feme Ipot, the areas of 
ievcral other lai^e apartments w«e 
found with curious teifellations, and bor- 
ders, at onCe admirable for beauty and 
device. Adjoining was a hypocauft, mid . 
a bath, and other remains of {toman ar- 
chitecture in brick of the moflt durable 
texture, Thefe have been chiefly re- 
moved or demolished; however, confi- 
derable maffes of the pavements are Jwre- 
ferved by Thomas Walker of Henfing- 
ton, Efq. and corred: drawings of the 
whole, by Lewington, of Woodftocfc 
(who has faved copies), are in the pof- 
feflion of the Antiquary Society. 

But this park is ftill more celebrated 
for its magnificent royal palace, com- 
monly called the Manor House, the 
favoiurite retreat of feveral kings of Eng- 

* See Heame^ Pointer, PitiicuB* Ladeoii» and tile 2^ 
Vol.' of the Supplement to Montfaucoiis Antiquities, p. 

59- 
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land at varioys pqriod^^ till the reign pf 
Charles L when the fucceeding interval of 
eivil diflenficm and anarchy laid it alrooft 
wholly in ruins. It wa^ not however 
wholly denaolilhed, till after the building 
of Blenheim * ; when every trace of the 
ancient edifice was removed, and two 
iycamore trees were planted to mark its 

Where yoh fpread trees wave o'er the ciyftal flream> 
And ibew inverted by the folar be^in ; 
There where the margin's daily mantled fide 
Shelves down to kifs the congregated tide> 
An ancient palace flood,— *-the lov*d retreat 
Of Britain's Monarch^ from the toils of flate ^ 
Where, dropt the weight of diademic power. 
The King, in private, ipent the trai^quit hour 5 
New fchemes coijtriv'd, or ponder'd on the paft. 
Nor felt time (lowly lag, npr fly too faft. 

On entering the park from Woodftock, 
thefe prefent themfelves on a bold ele- 
vation beyond t^c river, at a fmall dif- 

* In levelling the fite of the old manor-houfe, 1723, 
a coffin was dug up, in which was found a gold ring, of 
li^ut ten or twelve guiRea^ valu^f op which were ibefp 
words, " Remember the covenant" 

Lel AND*s CqII. by He^me. 

Fn>n^ pri^nts and diiawings (till remaining, it appears 
that the palace of Woodftock was a magnificent and ex- 
tendve ftrwSture. 

I tancc 
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tance from the bridge : their growth i^ 
luxuriant ; their foliage of the moft vivid 
green ; they fpread their broad arms on 
every fide, and feem to guard the fpot 
with religious veneration. Though their 
appearance is cheerful, though the pen- 
five has no Ihare in the picture ; a phi- 
lofophic mind can hardly view them 
without impreffions more ftrong than 
the moft Iplendid ruin could have ex- 
cited. At the fight of a ruin, it is Na- 
tural to indulge reflexions on paft fcenes, 
to recal images of ancient grandeur, and 
to connedl what remains with what is 
loft. Here we cannot connect, but we 
may create. — Fancy is at liberty to raife 
the pile, to fafhion its ornaments, and to 
adapt its appendages without a guide, and 
without control ; and fancy will ever 
exceed realities. — We thus eredl the vi- 
iionary palace ; — ^we people it with the 
gay, the illuftrious, and the good ; we 
liften to the voice of melody — we pour- 
tray the iprightly dance, the proud levee ; 
— at once they vanilh ; and we wake to 
the recollection of the vanity of art, and 

the 



r J27 ] 

the ravages of time, which here fhew 
their completeft triumph. Of the regal 
dome, not. a wreck remains ; and where 
kings gave audience, and vaffals knelt, 
the herds crop the velvet green*, ' 

Otmpos ubi Troja fuit. 

Oblivion broods upon the levell'd lawn. 
And fly the tinta by hiftory's pencil drawn. 

This place can boaft a very remote 
antiquity. Hiftory informs us, that King 
Ethelred, who began his reign in 866> 
held a parliament at Woodftock Palace ; 
and Lambard, in his ColleAion of Saxon 
Laws, recites feveral ftatutes then and 
there enacted. His brother, the illuf- 
trious Alfred, who mounted the throne 
in 87^, not only occafionally refided at 
Woodftock, but, according to a MS. in 
the Cottonian library, Ipent fo much of 
the little fpace here, in which he was 
difengaged from his numerous wars, that 
he tranflated Boethius de Confolatione Phi- 

* On levelling and improving the ground in the vici- 
nity, in 179^9 feveral natural and artificial curioiities 
were difcovered— among the reft fome coins of the Roman 
Dmperors. 

. I z lofophia ; 



lofcpbia ; and about the fame time he is 
fuppofed to have founded the Univerfitf 
of Oxford. 

Here facred Alpr^D^ Tidlor of his foes. 
Indulged n ihidioii6> and a mild repofe }' 
Undrew the veil that wrapp'd the moral page. 
And iboth'd by daffic arts a baibarous age ; 
Bade fcience bloom with renovated grace. 
And clafp tbft Mules in a clofe embrace. 

Camden, in his Britannia,, fays that 
King Ethelred, father of B>lward the 
Confeflbr, " Apud Woodftock olim ordi- 
Aum conventum habuit; et leges tulit ;" 
that is, held a convention of the dates 
at Woodftock, and paifed laws. And 
from the ceniiial roll, or furvey made in 
the 1 8th year of William the Conqueror, 
commonly called Doomfday Book, it ap- 
pears that Woodftock was then a bo- 
rough, and that the demefnes were af- 
forefted. Rous, the hiftorian, tclk us, 
that this was the firft park in England : 
in point of natural beauty and elegant 
embelliftiment, it ftill maintains priority ! 
Dugdale feems to be of Rous's opinion ; 
, and William of Malmefbury, and others, 
inform, that King Henry L furhilhed it 

with 
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with foreign wild beafts, which he pro- 
cured from other princes, or bought up 
at a great expence. Certain it is, that 
this monarch at Icaft beautified the pa* 
lace, and furrounded the park with a 
wall, which in many places ftiU remains : 
whether he built them from the ground, 
is by no means fo clear *. 

At the mention of Woodftock, the 
name of Henry II. naturally occurs : for 
who has not heard of HfNRY and Ko^ 
SAM ON D ! Thb celebrated beauty yrn 
daughter of Walter Lord Clifford. At 
the early age of fifteen £be poiTefied fuf- 
ficient charms to captirate a warrior 
king, who feduced her from her fri^ids, 
and contrived a bower for her reception, 
and a labyrinth by which her romantic 
retreat might conununicate with the 
palace, and prevent any furpri&l from 
the vuMii<ftive jeabufy of his Queen* 
This precaution, however, is well known 

* Not only the park, but the town of Woodftock was 
made by Heniy I. Axid indeed the town foon flourifhed 
on account of the famous park.^-L£L and*s Cojledt. 

1 3 tn 
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to have proved inefFe6lual ; and the love- 
ly frail one at length fell a vidim to the 
refentment of the injured and the im- 
placable Eleanor. 

in-fated Fair ! by He^iry led aftray. 

And taught to tread Scdu6lion's ihamy way ; 

Lur*d from parental arms, ere Prudence' call 

Pixt Virtue's wifti, of pi6hir'd Vice's fall 5 

Immur'd by liove in folitary bowers. 

And doom'd to wither like the delert flowers ! 

The manner of her difcovery, and the 
kind of death Ihe fuffered, ard varioufly 
related, and much difputed ; and au- 
thentic hiftorjf does not fumifh us w^ith 
a clue to unravel them. Rofamond was 
buried in the choir of Godftow nunnery, 
licJar Oxford, where a magnificent tomb 
was ere^fted to her memory, * - lur- 
founded with tapers contintially burn- 
ing ; till the beginning of King Richard's 
reign, when Hugh Bifhop of Lincoln, 
in his primary vifitation, came to God- 
ftow ; and being offended at the extra- 

• See notices of Rosamond's Tomb in the Gcntle- 
raan's Magazine for Nov. 1791, p. 9855 and of the 
foundation of Godftpw, in the fame work for Auguft 
ijSj, p. 676.. 

ordinary 
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ordinary veneration he faw paid to a 
woman of her unfortunate defcription, 
burft into a fit of zeal, and ordered her 
remains to be removed, and depofited in 
a lefs facrcd place. His injunction vvas 
complied with ; and the nuns interred 
her in their chapter-houfe, covering her 
grave with a flat ftone, on which was 
infcribed no more than Tomb a Rosa- 
MUNDi. What is now Ihewn for Rofa- 
mond's tomb, and fome miferable verfes 
recorded as her epitaph, are only inven- 
tions to amufe the credulous, and baits 
for the ignorant : at the diflblution of the 
monaftery more important objects were 
obliterated, more lingular circumftances' 
configrued to oblivion. 

Curiofity will be eager to be gratified 
with an account of her bower, her laby- 
rinth, and her bath ; circumftances fo 
univerfally known by report, and fo in- 
timately connected with the fcenes de- 
fcribed. — Of the bower, there is neither 
authentic hiftory or drawing extant *- — 

of 



"^ III Antorjy ^ Wood's Study, W. 276, there is, how- 
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of the labyrinth feme tmces of the foun- 
dation were difcprered, and vwioui uten** 
fik, Goins> and antiquities dug up, and 
prefented to Lady Diana Spencer by the 
workmen, when the ground ^as lereUing^ 
by order of the firft Duke of Marlbo- 
i*ough. The fpring that muft have fup- 
plied her bath, ftill reiiiaitis> and retains 
her name ; and is truly 

" Health to the fick, and folace to the fwain." 

It is iituated in a fmall dell in the iide of 
the hill, a little to the weftward of the 
grand bridge, and a few paces from the 
edge of the lake. It guihes from an 
artificial aperture in the ftones which 
line the cavity on the nwth to a confi- 
derablc elevation, with a fall of nearly 
two feet, and a copiouihefs and equabi- 
lity in every fcafon, that few fprings ex- 
ceed. Scarcely has it fmoothed its ruffled 

ever, a defcription of RQlamond*8 bower, and Woodftock 
park, fuppofed to be written by Mr, Ambrey, 

For fame notices relative to the antiquities of tf^d^oek, the 
nutbor of this defcription confejfes bimf elf indebted to tbe re- 
fearcbes of tbe learned and iTiquiftive J0r, Price, Keeper of 
tbe Bodleian Ldbraty, 

wave 
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w^vfe b<ifore it is received into a oipacl- 
ous bath, about five feet deep^ and twen- 
ty fquare, lined at the bottom and on 
Ae fidcS with freeftone, and. fenced with 
uon paliiades. The water of the bath 
is fo pellucid and tranquil^ that it reflets 
ol^e^b like a mirror ; and for this piu:** 
pofe poets and lovers have ailigned it to 
beauty^ which ieems to be indigeno<u5 
licre* 

The facing over the fall is formed of 
a dufiky coloured ftotie ; the layers ter- 
minate abruptly on the fides with the 
rofemblance of a ruin ; ^ad the whole 
has the air of antiquity. To increafe 
this appearance^ it bears many marks of 
the utiiverfal pafiion — the love of fame. 
This ha6 prompted numbers to carve the 
initials of their names^ and the year of 
the M:ploit, with charafteriflic rudenefs, 
and with a feeming zeal for their prefer- 
vation. In one part we fee names which 
now, perhaps, have no other memorial ; 
in another, recent efforts to imprefs a 
remembrance by obliterating what former 
engravers have left as^ monuments of 

their 
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their exiftence. Thus it is in lif5e ! inr 
the moft important tranfa'Aions, in the^ 
greateft performances. 

In a folitude like this, where the fub** 
jdA and the fcene are apt to infpire pen- 
five thoughts, fuch traces are not unpleaf- 
ing, they tend to promote one general ef- 
hA, to which every circumftance here 
contributes — the love of contemplation. 
The hawthorn, mixed with woodbines and 
other flirubs, overhangs the fpring, and 
forms a deep irregular fhade; the gadding 
ivy and its congenerous plants clafp the 
ftones that line the precipice, and fill up 
the fiflures and interfl:ices with their roote. 
Behind rifes a grove, which is rapidly 
thickening its gloom, and afiifl:ing to 
render the fpot more fequefl:ered. The 
birds carol around ;.the nightingale, per- 
haps, pours forth her plaintive notes; 
and the dalhing of the water unites with 
the reverberations of the neighbouring 
echo to cherilh a foothing melancholy. 
When this mood has been indulged till 
relief becomes defirable, we may turn 
to the palace. The afped on this hand 

i& 
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\» more chcerfiil and open. The fombre, 
bowever, ftill prevails, particularly at 
even ; it is inieparable from the leaibn 
aad the ipot. The following infcription 
was penned under its influence, on a 
report that an urn was intended to be 
erecfted over the fpring; if the verfe 
ihould be neglected, let the moral be 
remembered ! 

INSCRIPTION. 

Ye Fair 1 who tread in Pleaiure's mazy Round, 

Where many a Snare, and many a Gulph is found ; 

For once refleA ! with penfive Step draw nigh. 

And let this Moral fix Attention's eye : 

•* birth, Titles, Fortune, — all that Fate can give, 

*' Or the moft favoured of your Sex rtceivc ; 

" Youth's blooming Grace, ev*n Rofamonda*s charms, . 

*' All that delights, or captivates and warms, 

" Weighed in the Scale 'gainft Virtue, are but vain — 

'* Link'd with fair Virtue, deathlefs Wreaths obtain > 

•* While Vice lives only in the Roll of Fame, 

" To wake your Pity, or to warn from Shanae 1" 

At Woodftock Palace^ Henry II. re- 
ceived the homage of Malcolm King of 
Scotland, and Rice Prince of Wales, in 
1164; and likewife conferrad the honour 
of knighthood on JefFery furnamed Plan- 
tagenct, his fecond fou by the fair Rofa- 

mond. 



r »3« ] 

mond. The nuptials of the Lady Er- 
mengard, daughter of Richard Vifcount 
Beaumont, couiin to Henry, with Wil- 
liam King of Scotland, were alio cele- 
brated here with the utmoil magnific^ice 
for four fucceifiye days. 

Edmund, die fecond Ion of Edward 
L was bom at this place, from thence 
called Edmund of Woodftock ; as well 
as Edward, eldeft fon of Exiward IIL 
commonly known by the appellation of 
the B^ack Prince, whofe early valour and 
brilliant exploits, joined to the mod po* 
lifhed and conciliating manners, endear 
his memory to every lover of his ooontry. 
This gallant prince, who died at the age 
of 46, is laid once to have refided at 
the manfion anciently called Prince's 
Place, now Dr. Mavor s academy. 



Illuftrious Edward ! on thy natal hottr^ 

With partial afpe& ihone «ach heavenly powV 

PeXcb from her olive throne triumphant iung, 

And fierce Bellona many a Psean rung 5 

The gentle Arts with approbation fmird. 

And War's wild offspring haifd their favourite child. 

O ! fitted, or to fhine m martial pride, 
When hoflile legions peels 00 every fide : 

Or 
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Or give to Science all her native charms. 
And conquer Minds by Reafon*s nobler arms ! 
Faia would the Mufe a lafling wreath entwine. 
To deck with vivid bloom thy brow divine : 
Fain would fhe (ing of Poictiers' tented fields 
And ^th the Lily grace thy fable ihield s 
But Nature's charms lecal her wild career. 
And fix her, ardent, to a meeter fphere ! 

Woodftock is likewife the birth-place 
of Thomas, the fixth fon of Edward 
III. fumamed in hiftory from the lite of 
his nativity. 

To enumerate all the remarkable in- 
cidents relative to Woodftock, would be 
to compofe many volumes *. 

Chaucer, the father of Englifh po- 
etry, Ipent Ibme of his happieft hours at 
this place; and if we make allowance 
for the ruft of age, and the obfolete 
modes of didlion that now obfcure his 
works, no one has ever equalled him in 
the various walks of poetry he adopted. 
Chaucer's houfe was fituated at the right 
angle of the area before the triumphal 

♦ John Hallings, Earl of Pembroke> buried in Chrift- 
Church Hofpital, was ilain at a Chrlilmas feCltvity in 
Woodftock park, 1.389, in the reign of Richard II. 

Pennant's London. 

gate 
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gate which has been previouily men- 
tioned : the fite is at prefent occupied by 
Mr. Prior ; and though few remains of an- 
tiquity are now to be traced, the traveller 
of tafte never fails to eye the fpot with 
a fond enthufiafm: he venerates the refi- 
dence of original genius, and blames that 
ifpirit of improvement which has obli- 
terated veftiges, that ought to have been 
deemed facred by every Briton. Several 
writers of reputation mention a huge fo- 
lio of his works in MS. chained to a read- 
ing defk in his houfe, and which is faid 
to have been extant in the beginning of 
the prefent century, or the end of the 
laft : that it once exifted we have no 
doubt ; but the preciie time when it 
difappeared, and what has become of it^, 
are totally unknown. 

Akenside's infcription for a ftatuq, 
of the ancient bard, though his memory 
does not ftand in need of fuch frail me- 
morials, nor is likely to obtain them, 
will not be improperly fubjoined, nor ap- 
pear inapplicable to the purpofe for 
which it was intended. 

Such 



< 
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Spch was old Chauceb, fuch the placid mien 

Of him who firft with harmony inform'd 

The language of our Fathers. Here he dwelt 

For many a cheerful day. Thefe ancient walls 

Have often heard him while his legends blithe 

He fang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 

Of homely life, thro* each eilate and age 

*f he fafhions and the follies of the world 

With cunning hand pourtraying. Tho' perchance 

From Blenheim's towers, O flranger ! thou art come 

Glowing with Churchill's trophies, yet in vain 

Dofl thou applaud them, if thy bread be cold 

To him this other hero, who in times 

Dark and untaught began with charming verfe 

To tame the rudenefs of hia native land. 

With regard to the former celebrity 
of this place we may add, that the 
Princefs Elizabeth * was confined at 
Woodftock by her cruel fifter Queen 
Mary; and her life was once in the 
moft imminent danger, from a fire that 
broke out under the room where flie 
ilept : but whethei: this fire was kindled 
intentionally, or merely through acci- 



* Yet cannot birth, or fortune's powerful claim^ 
Beauty's fair form, or virtue's heavenly flame, 
From life's fell cares their lov'd poileflbrs free, 
Elfe, why, Eliza, frowa'd the Fates on thee ? 
Why dropp'd the tear, as from the lattice feen. 
The rural maiden, fmging, crofs'd the greert ? 
But that you felt the crime of being great, 
And grac'd a prifon, ere you rul'd a ftate ! 

dent, 
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deht^ remains among the number of un- 
developed myfteriesi with which the path 
of antiquity is ftrewed. While here, flie 
is reported to have flicd tear» on feeing 
a milk-maid, fmging^ pafs before the 
window of her prifon, and to have cx- 
preffed a wiih that Ihe had been bom 
to a fituation as humble and as happy ; 
a circumftance on which the elegant and 
plaintive Shenilone has beauti^lly en- 
larged. 

riark to yonder milk-maid finging, 
Chcerly o'er the brimming pail 5 
Cowdips all around her fpringing. 
Sweetly paint the golden, vale. 

Never yet did courtly maiden 
Move lb fprightly, look fo £ur. 
Never brcaft with jewels laden 
Pour a fong fo void of ^care. 

AVould indulgent Heaven had granted 
Me Ibme rural damfel** part ! 
All the empire I had wanted 
Tiien, had been my flicpherd's heart. 

The following veries were written 
w ith charcoal on the window-lhutter of 
the room where ihe was confined. They 
are the compofition of a great Queen,. 

and 
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and derive their chief merit from this 
peculiarity. 

L, Oh Fortune ! how thy relllefle wavefring ilate 

Hath fraifght with cares my troubled witt, 
Witaefs this prelent prifonn whither Fate 
Could bear, me, and the joys I quit. 
Thou caufedll the guiltie to be lofed 
From bandes wherein are innocents inclofed ; 
Cau(ing the guiltles to be ftraites referred, 
And freeing thofe that death well deferved ; 
But by her malice can be nothing wroughte 5 
So God fend to my foes all they have thoughte. 

Elizabethe Prisoner. 
Anno Dom. 1555. 

During the time of the civil wars, 
the Palace, as, has been previoufly men- 
tioned, liiffered irreparable damage, chief- 
ly by the mercenary and rapacious dif- 
pofition of the ufurper and his depend- 
ents, by whom part of the very mate- 
rials were expofed to fale in 1653. The 
commiffioners who affembled here in 
1649, by order of the Rump Parlia- 
ment, to furvey the royal property, and 
had taken up their reiidence in the 
king's apartments, were terribly alarmed 
by fuppofed fpirits, which inceffantly 
difhirbed their reft during their ftay : 

K but 
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but the teal a<9:or in this farce was one 
Joe Collins, fince called the merry devil 
of Woodftock, though at that time dig- 
nified with the epithet of Juft. This 
man, it feemis, was a royalift, and anxious 
to imprefs the commiffioners with an 
idea of fupematural agency againfi: their 
proceedings; and perhaps their own con- 
iciehces aided the impofture. 
. A circumftancc of this kind would 
heive been deemed unworthy regard, had 
it not been to introduce a remark on 
the triumph of true philofbphy *, and 
the decline of fuperflition. A learned 
doiftor, a profeflbr in the Univerfity, in 
the reign of Charles IL fills feveral pages 
of his book on Natural Hiftory w:ith a 
detail of the pranks of this inxagiaary 
demon, among other reveries as ridicu- 



* Since the &il publication of this work, we have had 
occafioii to lament in a neighbouring nation, that 2i /furious 
phllofuphy, which when real enlightens and humanizes 
the heart, hay evinoed ftrongcr prejudices and £iii6liQO(4 
rreater enormities than ever could be charged againft ig- 
norance and fanaticifm. ITie dclufions of ignorance are 
either pitiable or laugU»ble j but the pride ^ faife pW* 
loibphy, that fpurns at religion and •morals, is e;cecrab'le 
and tremendous, 

IpUS, 
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lous, which at this period would diigr^ce 
the belief of anility *. What a pleafing 
revolution ! Science is now no longer 
obfcurcd by barbarous hypothefes, nor 
ttxxe religion fuUicd^ by faith in denions 
iicetifed to rangc> and witches permitted 
to tormeciL 



* Widdowes, who was then incumbent of Wood- 
flock, kept a Diary, in which the ftoiy of the apparitions 
is related. This ridiculous \^ork was publiflied in i$6o, 
and with it a ftiort furvey of Woodftock; taken from an- 
cient authors. 
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WOODSTOCK. 

' ' • - . , . 

THE borough of WooDaxocK is fi* 
tuatcd on an eminence, near the banks 
of the Glyme, and enjoys every local ad?- 
vantage that can contribute dither to 
health or pleafiire. 

Here Woodstock, erft amid the ijlvan fcene**, . 
Lifts her high brow, and, happy, fmiles ferene : 
Woodstock, belov'd by. Dian's huntrefs train, 
What time thofe fhades confefs'd the goddefs' reigrt. 

It is governed by a mayor, aldermen, 
and common council; and returns two 
burgefles to ferve in Parliament. 

In 1794, it contained two hundred 
and feven houfes or feparate tenements, 
including the fix alms-houfes, lately built 
and liberally endowed by the Duchefs of 
Marlborough, for fix poor widows ; and, 
from an accurate account then taken, 
one thoufand two hundred and ninety- 
feven fouls. 

The hamlet of Henflngton, lyings 

* It was formerly within the limits of Whichwood 
. Foreft. 

within 
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within the parifti or chapelry of New 
Woodftock, coniifts of eight houfes and 
ibrty-eight inhabitants, excluiive of the 
fix additional alms-houfes now creAing 
near the entrance of the borough from 
Oxford. 

The following fonnet was addrefled 
to the Duchefs of Marlborough, on the 
endowment of the firft alms-houfes. 
Its infertion here is lefs intended as a 
compliment to Her Grace, than as an 
example and incentive for others to do 
the iame. ' 

In deep affliftion's rigid fcience bred. 

Bent by calamity's bppreffive rod. 

How many fink the meek fubmitted head, 

Hopelefs of help, fave only from their God 1 

ITie widow weeps, the orphan droops unfeen. 

While Fortune s favorites wear a callous mien. 

Yet know, the felfifh bread, that cannot feel. 

In vain for pleafure leans on wealth or (hew j 

Ne'er was the bofbm ilamp'd with tranfport's feal, 

Untouched by Charity s ecftatic glow. 

'Tis this, O Marlbro', that will gild thy name. 

Thy helirt delight in retrofpe6live view. 

Gain virtue's nxeed — give pure and lading fame. 

For want and widow'd age a refuge find in you. 

r 

The immunities and franchifes con- 
ferred on this corporation, by the favour 

of 
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Xf£ tut ancifcnt (bvereigtiSi arc very toti^ 
^fidemble : \t% particulati Queeii Eli!zabeth 
'"fkiis a great: benefa^r ; and if it were 
not invidioiiB to ^xhiHt living chs^a6lcfs 
tt> puWic vi^w, Woodflsock mi^t now 
boaft of a patron, whofe munificence 
eclipfes tbat of ail the kings atid i(^ti!eens 
tli&t evct honoured it with their xeli^ 
dencev The bawn^hall and the church 
will be laiftihg monuments of libor^tt^ 
in expence^-^^of utility in its a^ica* 
toon! 

The inns furnifli the befi: . trntdrtaitl- 
ment and accommodation to travellers. 
Thefe arfe the BfeAR, MAkLkokOUGH 
Arms, &C. The inhftbitMnts naanufac- 
ture fieel,. an^ gloves, Ifeather wiiftcoats 
and bteech«s, tt> a very cottfiderabJe ex- 
tent ; and in both branches, the peculiar 
excellence ^f that ffifeticfefe has gained 
them diftinguiihed . pre-^tiinence* In 
one re^ctft, they haVe left the feflble of 
Midas no kmger an objc^ of' wonder : 
at their touch, the old nails of a horfc- 
fl£i6c .are coftVerted Jfttb articks tX infi- 
nitely greater pnce> ^ttcM&ng lid their 

weight. 
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weight, than the pureft gold ^. A chala 
made here, weighing only two ounces^ 
was fold in France for i j?oL fter|ing. 

About thirty year* ago, in pidliag 
down an old building near the churchy 
feveral pieces of ancient coin were found> 
and among thern two of the Emperor 
Vespasian, with this inimp^ion tov^d 
the head, in charafters very legible and 
neat: Vespasianus Rom. Imp. Aug, 
On the reverfe, Jud^a capta. The 
Romans indubitably had feveral fta- 
tions in this vicinity : Ale<3:i Caftra, or 
Alchestek pnthe AJtenian, was iefs 
than ten miles diftant ; and the teffellated 
pavement near Stonesfield is an unquef- 
tionable veftige of that once potent na- 



* As a well-wilher to a place, in which I have fpent 
fome of thofe years molt valuable in the life of man, and 
which I have uniformly endeavoured to ferve, I cannot 
help expreffing an eameft defire to fee fome eafy and 
practicable regulations adopted, which would increafe 
the confumption, and fix the jull and deferved credit g£ 
its two ftaple manufactures. My ideas on this fubje6l do 
not concern the public ; and therefore I forbear to ftate 
them : but it will give me pleafure to find that, by call- 
ing the attention of individuals to this fubjeft, fo nearly 
connected with their intereft, I have in any degree pro- 
moted the objects I have in view. 

tion. 
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tion. But this is not intended as a work 
on antiquities — if it were, the field is 
open : yet who would prefer exploring 
the earth for urns, rufty coins, and half 
obliterated caftrametations, to the con- 
templation of living art and blooming 
nature, arrayed in their gay eft drefs, and 
captivating with their brighteft charms ! 
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